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I'm sittin' here lamenting that | am not at the last shoot of the year in lone. But | am sittin’

on a cloud. Have been since October 24th when | was called out (in the spotlight, on a red
carpet mind you), in front of the crowd at the Grand National Rodeo at the San Francisco
Cow Palace. | was being presented with the Overall Mounted Shooter's buckle. What???
That' right, this little old, senior men's 1, was awarded one hell of a beautiful buckle. Did I
really beat the best? Uh,,, no... You all know that. This was a case of all the stars lining up
over period of a week to shine on this old cowboy for the makin' of a life long memory. First,
it was skeptical that the California Range Riders would even ride at all. Then it came to be.
Then, having 10 hour work days, | was only able to dedicate to riding Friday and Saturday.
That would have omitted me from the buckle competition. But, Dan Millikin was riding all
four days and he ended up boarding and hauling my horse, so | could leave from work and
ride every night. (It's largely because of Dan that | am where | am in this game.) | pretty
much knew who was riding and | never gave a single thought to any possibility of even being
close. | was fulfilling a dream just riding in the Grand National Rodeo! The Cow Palace arena
is surprisingly small and the stages were compressed. Now y'all know the speed that the top
shooters ride at. You take high speed, high energy and short stages and you're likely to get
mistakes and misses. That's what told the tale all four days; missed bandits and procedurals.
At the end of the first day | found myself in first place. What a joke. | passed that off as a
fluke and fully expected everyone to settle in and | would be in my appropriate position, eas-
ily the next day. Didn't happen. Didn't happen for the rest of the time, either. The arena size
showed itself real well when John Meyers crashed. The last stage of the last day had John
roaring up the first set and, not having the room to turn, his horse tried and John came off
hitting his head on the metal rail and falling onto his shoulder. It could have been much
worse, 'cept John comes from a long line of tough cowboys. | think they had to bang a dent
out of the metal rail. | am glad to say John is ok and no serious injuries marred the event.

The chances of me winning had to be a million to one. You'd a been a fool to bet on it.
Thanks to you, Old Buckaroo and the rest of you shooters, for making the Grand National
Rodeo what it turned out to be for me. The Cowboy God rode with me that week, in a way
that | will never forget. Done braggin'. Won't happen again. Hope to see y'all soon.

Tumbleweed.



http://www.californiarangeriders.com
http://www.californiarangeriders.com

Page2 December 2010 C.R.R. Trail Blaz

Native American cultureé. . by Joh

A few years ago my wife and | were privledged to be able to attend these Navajo rituals while in
Monument Vall ey, |l ocated on Ari zonabdbs Second
self at the event, a flyer was passed out which | found very interesting and informative. Along with
the flyer we were told that under no circumstances were cameras or any recording devices allowed
either video or audio as this would anger the spirts who would then reek a terrible vengeance on
those who violated this request. What we see in the movies are not religious rituals.

The following is a reprint of that flyer. | hope you all enjoy reading it as much as | did.

Johnny Longknife
Today 6 s -keep yourdribnds close and your enemies closer!

The three best-known Navajo ceremonies are the Squaw Dance,
the Yeibichai, and the Corral or Fire Dance. Singing and dancing
are features of each of these ceremonies.

All ceremonies are based on legends handed down from one medicine
man to another. These legends tell myths which explain the meanings
of the ceremonies and the reasons for the various happenings. The
legends are told or sung by medicine men in the ceremonial hogan which
is erected or used as a base for the ceremony. Only those concerned
directly with the ceremony are allowed within the hogan; the dancing,
etc., which goes on outside is the part which spectators are allowed
to see and hear.

The Squaw Dance (Ndaa) or Enemy Way is a summer ceremony, and is
given for a person who has been to war, or who has had bad dreams, cor
for a number other reasons. This person is known as the ''patient"
and undergoes treatment from a medicine man. The affair lasts for
three days, each day being located in a different place. Many cere-
monies are comnected with this healing rite, but the one best known
to the Visitor is the Squaw Dance itself. Here a girl chooses a man
to dance with her to the accompaniment of singing and drumming, and
after several rounds of the dance the man must pay the girl for
having danced with her.

The Yeibichai is the major winter ceremony. It is based on
legends concerning certain supernatural beings which have had a
powerful effect on the lives of the mythical heroes. This is a
nine-day ceremony. The last night is the most picturesque; reams
of dancing men in wierd costumes dance and sing in turn before the
ceremonial hogan. The effect of the eerie singing late at night,
the smoke from many campfires and the quiet yet ever-moving crowd
is something that no one will soon forget.

The Corral or Fire Dance is also a winter rite. It receives its
name from certain parts of the ceremonies, which are held within a
large circle of branches, the ''corral'. At ome point in the ceremony
men race out, snatch firebrands from the fire and bathe themselves
and each other in the flames, which are considered purifying. Feats
of magic, in which plants grow and bloom in a few minutes, men swallow
arrows, etc., are also performed. This dance is known to anthropologists

as the Mountain Way.
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