
SHOOTOUT AT BOOTHILL 

November 14-15, 2009 

Diamond Bar Arena Ceres, CA 

 

My Friend Tim Foster (cowboy) 
 

CRR held a wonderful SASS shoot at the Diamond Bar Arena the 
weekend of November 14-15 2009.  I took the opportunity to en-
ter both of my horses and competed all weekend on Cisco and 
Rowdy. 

 

Before I talk about the shoot let me tell you I met Tim Foster 
when we both had just got started in mounted shooting. We met 
one night at a club meeting at the San Joaquin Valley Rangers 
club house.  Tim and I became instant friends.  Because we were 
both new to the sport we helped each other along the way offer-
ing advice and encouragement.  Both of us were looking for that 

first win and then that first buckle!  Over time we had the opportunity to enjoy many wins 
together and many buckles. 

 

On the Friday before Tim left for Arizona my wife Judy and I met Tim and Debra for dinner 
in Waterloo.  We had planed on getting together for dinner many times but something al-
ways came up.  Fate would have us get together that Friday night for a wonderful dinner and 
conversation.  Tim told me again of his plans to go to Arizona and I was happy for him but at 
the same time sad that he would be gone for a month.  In the parking lot we all said goodbye 
and wished Tim a safe trip to Arizona.  That moment is frozen in time.  

 

A few days later Timôs death in Arizona rocked me to my foundation.  Mounted Shooting will 
never be the same for me.  I will always miss Timôs warm welcome and hardy handshake. 

 

Saturday November 14th was a very good day for both of my horses who were running well.  
During the day we got a visit from Debra Foster.  It was emotional for her as well as all of us.  
Debra presented the pall bearers present at the shoot with a very nice gift and then allowed 
each of us to pick one of Timôs cowboy scarves.  I picked a royal blue scarf of Timôs that I will 
always treasure.  It was quite emotional to get such a personal gift like this.  At the end of the 
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shooting day I was sitting 3rd (Rowdy) and 4th (Cisco) overall in 
the match. 

 

After the horses were put up and fed and the guns cleaned we 
enjoyed a nice cocktail hour and then a nice dinner prepared for 
us by Shane and his family. 

 

Sunday was a wonderful day with more challenging SASS 
stages.  Again Cisco and Rowdy ran well.  I won my class, the 
overall and reserve. My palomino Cisco beat Rowdy by .444 seconds. 

 

At the award ceremony I started thinking of Tim and how much he always enjoyed riding at 
the Diamond Bar Arena.  It was his favorite place to compete.  I can still look out at the arena 
and see Tim and Tejas running the courses. Iôm sure he was looking down on us with a big oô 
smile on his face. 

 

When I came up for my acceptance awards I dedicated this win to Tim Foster.  The buckle 
will have ñRich & Ciscoò but will always remind me of my friend Tim Foster. 

 

What made Tim so special is Tim would have been just as excited for me winning on that day 
as he would have been for winning himself.  Tim always had a way of making people feel spe-
cial. 

 

Well Iôll close sitting here at the computer looking at the picture on my wall of Tim Foster, 
Marvin Tillman, Jim Winnick, and myself riding through the gates of the Diamond Bar 
Arena just before Tim and Debra were married. 

 

Happy Trail Amigo!  

 

Rawhide Rich 
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