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The Newsletter of the California Range Riders

TheBack Traflunday, January 18th, 2009 was a beat
California Range Riders were able to host their anticipated practice day at the Central Park
Arena in Rio Linda.

With such beautiful weather, folks just came out of the woodwork. There were 38 participants
in all, which included 17 new riders and three members we have not seen for some time . Ann
Wisham of Bakersfield came to check out what Cow-
boy Mounted shooting was all about. She is helping a
friend train some horses in the area and her friend

wants to get involved. Retlaw Dulcie Pie was also in ’
the area. |l 6ve only seel"f’»

has to mount up! Some of the current members -
brought new horses to acclimate to the sound of gun-
fire and practice stages, some had new equipment &
they were anxious to try out. The fAspirit of
flowed. Six new shooters joined our club on the spot and a number of others will be sending
checks to become members, we look forward to seeing them at future events.

Steve H. (Old Buckaroo), Jerry B. (Expressman) and many current members spent most of the
day answering questions on everything from riding techniques and horse tack, acclimating the
horses to mounted shooting, to guns and holsters. Of course safety for horse and rider was
highly stressed and is always foremost, as it should be with any shooting sport.

Steve gave a very informative seminar on the different blank cartridges used in mounted shoot-
ing such as primer only ammo for getting your horse used to being shot off of to intermediate
(low power, low noise level) half loads to full power competition ammo.

Stevebds seminar included several varieties p
ing. He displayed and explained guns with long and short barrels, those with thin and thick
grips, smooth and checkered or roughed up grips, and small frame firearms with standard or
Abird headodo grips for folks with smal.]l handp|.
sider for mounted shooting. Steve let people handle these items and explained the advantages
and possible disadvantages of each. He even included a talk on several methods of cleaning
guns and why it is so important, as black powder fouling can render a gun inoperable at the
worst possible time (right in the middle of a stage).

Jerry B. gave an informal but very interesting talk on gun cleaning and modifications one can
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make to their guns to keep them functioning reliably. | saw Jerry B and Barbara Godfrey
(Mustang Bobby) riding the different stages followed by the new riders to help them understand
what to expect and what their horses need to know. They both spent a great deal of time an-
swering questions on acclimating your horse to this game of mounted shooting, as did many of
the shooters. Again safety, safety, safety for both horse and rider was emphasized.

Everyone, including the new comers and prospective
members helped thoughtout the day with balloon set-
ting and anything they could do to help keep the event
going. No one needed to be asked to help and everyong
volunteered with a smile. A special thanks to John
Meyers who made a special trip back home to bring
back his tractor and prep
tivities. Now that i s wh
A lot of things were going on and | was also answering
guestions so if | missed something or overlooked any-
one who helped make Sunday a very pleasant and
eventful day, | sincerely apologize.

It was a great day and a good time was had by all!

John Cuneo, alias Johnny Longknife.

On The Trail:

Jerry Bestpitch, Steve Holland, Judy Stewart, Dan Millikin and Scott Owens are planning to
go to Laughlin for the SASS/MSA shoot Jan 3tFeb 2nd. CRR is cehosting the SASS event on
Friday with SAMS. The shooting starts at 1:00pm on Friday http://sassnet.com/forums/
index.php?showtopic=114970 http://www.newmsa.com/  Have a safe trip and enough fun
for all of us unable to make the trip!

The Trail Aheadith March right around the corner, the Trail ahead is going to start to get ex-
citing. Our first official mounted shoot begins on March 8th! But February first.

staff at the restaurant jumpy if ya come armed). At the last practice, some of us ladies had a
good time discussing what we may be wearing to the dinner. Rumor has it California Girl will
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Always treat your guns as if they're load
and be safe

iShe said, fAHey cowboy, get off that couch. 0
I, for one, am looking forward to the awards dinner at Kelly Bros Brewing Company, 112 E Yo-
semite Ave in Manteca on February 7th at 6
cl ot hes. Cowboy/ Cowgi r | dress is encouraged
town, this is a friendly soci al gat hering.
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be wearing a dress! I n all the ye
her in a dress once or twice, but she will taking advantage of not having to
work with the horses while in good clothes.

This will be a grand time on the old town, good friends, good food and lots [
of fun! Time to sit back and relax, catch up with your friends and make
some plans for the upcoming season. Who will be there and what will they
be wearing? Fancy outfits? Will there be saloon girls? Will you recognize
your friends without their horses and dressed in modern wear? Come

whoop it up for your friends at aygs
time. Wedll see ya there! ;
Scarlet Angel =

Wear your western
outfits...no guns

Watch your emails for upcoming practices!

Buck N Wyld Memorial Shoot Il , Sunday March 8th at the
Robertson Park covered arena in Livermore.

On Saturday March 7th, (weather permitting) we will have a prac-
tice/clinic/match at the Kirkman Arena about a mile away. We
can come Friday evening, camp over both Friday and Saturday
nights, then drive over to Robertson Park early Sunday morning.

Old Buckaroo

The California Range Riders will be doing a mounted shooting clinic at the Novato Horseman's
Arena at 10:00am on Feb 21st (rain date: Feb 28th) For more information contact Dan Millikin
at 415-892-8472 or email millikins@comcast.net

We have been invited to perform at the Calaveras Fair andFrog Jump in Angels Camp on May 16
-17th.

We'll also be doing 3 clinics and a booth at Horse Expo in June, and performing at the Driscoll
Ranch Rodeo in July.

If you're interested in helping out at these venues contact Old Buckaroo
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