
   

Cowboys are Forever 
Get ready to join us for Our first competition of 2010 as the California 
Range Riders remember our fallen cowboys: Nolie Johnson and Tim 

Foster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 6 -7th   CRR Ghost Riders in the Sky   

 

See the Presidentôs message for additional information 

C.R.R. Trail Blazer 
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February Dates to Rememberé..by Scarlet Angel 
February 2nd  Groundhog Day  
February 12th Lincolnôs Birthday 
February 14th Valentine's Day  
February 15th President's Day  
February 22nd Washington ós Birthday 
February 25th Pistol Patent  Day  
 
Of course I am going to write something about the history of Valentineôs dayé.itôs not just a 
holiday made up to sell chocolate and flowers , by the way ,over $1billion of chocolate is pur-
chased for Valentine's Day.   
 
Valentineôs day dates back to ancient times and there are many stories to be found about it. One 
legend speaks of  Bishop Valentine, who lived in Rome while it was under the rule of Claudius 
II. Claudius II felt unmarried men made better soldiers so he put in place a law making it illegal 
for young men to marry. Bishop Valentine took pity on the young lovers and performed secret 
marriages.  
 
The Emperor soon discovered this and jailed Valentine.  Claudius II tried to convert Valentine 
into worshiping the Roman gods, in turn Valentine attempted to convert Claudius II to Christi-
anity. For his trouble Valentine was sentenced to be executed on February 24th, 270. After his 
death, Valentine then became what is known as a ñPatron Saint.ò  
 
Other interesting facts about Valentineôs day: 
 
There are Valentine cards in museums worldwide that date back to 1415.  
February has been the month to celebrate love ever since the Middle Ages.  

Cupids with bows and arrows represent Roman mythology. Cupid was the son of Venus, the 
goddess of love.   

 

While we are pondering Valentineôs day, and some of you may give your sweetie roses I will 
share the meaning of the colors of the roses with you.  

Red -Love, beauty, courage and respect  

White -Purity and innocence, silence or secrecy, also reverence and humility  

Pink -Appreciation,"Thank you", grace, perfect happiness, and admiration  

Dark Pink -Appreciation, gratitude  

Light Pink -admiration, sympathy  

Yellow -Joy, gladness, friendship, delight, the promise of a new beginning  

Orange -Desire, and enthusiasm  

Red and White -Given together, these signify unity.  

Red Rosebud -A symbol of purity and loveliness  

White Rosebud -Symbolic of girlhood  

Thornless Rose -Signifies "Love at first sight".  

 

February 25th Samuel Colt invented the pistol. He received Patent # 138 for it on this day in 1836. The patent was 

for the Colt Revolver  
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Native American cultureé..by Johnny Longknife 
At the risk of being boring, but for those of you who have just come on board. We are includ-
ing in the newsletter each month that monthôs set of dates from the ñMedicine Wheelò, which 
is part of Native American astrology. According to the Medicine Wheel, the moon or month 
in which you were born determines your place on the Medicine Wheel and your totem in the 
mineral, plant, and animal kingdoms.  

 

This month we honor those who entered the wheel (were born) between January 20th and 
February 18th. 

 

Theirs is the second moon of the year, the Rest and Cleansing moon. Their animal totem is 
the Otter. The Quaking Aspen is their plant totem , their mineral is silver  and their color is 
also silver. 

 

People with the miner silver as their totem tend to be precious to all who know them. Like 
their mineral, Otter people are very sought after people. They make good friends and inter-
esting companions. Like silver they are malleable, able to adjust to most situations. Because 
of their tree liking for people they seem to have a luster that makes them appear to be beauti-
ful people.  

 

The color silver, which is the color of the Otter people has many magical properties. The 
color silver is associated with the moon, because the moon appears silver when we look upon 
her. Silver is said to enhance the powers of perception, intuition and properly flowing emo-
tional energy.  Otter people have the capacity to be very emotional. They feel things deeply, 
but sometimes donôt allow their feelings to show.  

 

It is difficult to resist an Otter  person in romantic pursuit as it is to hold your own with one 
in an intellectual discussion.  

 

The moon of the Otter people is the Rest and 
Cleansing moon. This moon brings a further 
time of rest for the earth and all her children 
prior to the season when things begin to swing 
back into growth and the pace of the seasons 
will make it more difficult to rest.  

 

The plant totem for Otter people is the quaking 
Aspen tree. Its bark is slivery, the leaves are 
dark green and shimmer in the breezes. The 
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leaves, bark and buds traditionally have medical properties as a tonic and diuretic.   The tea 
aids in digestive disturbances, some even use the powder scraped from the bark as a deodor-
ant. The tea is also used as a relaxant from the intensity of their surroundings that cause 
congestion, hay fever, asthma, and bronchitis. 

 

The animal totem of those born between January 20th and February 18th is of course the 
Otter. It is one of the most pleasant and playful animals of the wild. Most otters have lus-
trous dark brown fur which is dense and fine. They have webbed feet and are very much at 
home in the water. They range from three to five feet long and weigh from thirty to seventy 
pounds. They have the ability to use rocks to open the shellfish they eat. 

 

Otters have a warm and active home life with both parents raising the young. Otters are play-
ful and ardent companions for each other. 

 

People with the otter as their animal totem are much sought after companions. They to have 
a wide vocabulary , they are clever, bold and playful. Otter people seem to feel it is their duty 
to keep other humans in good grace in the eyes of the world. They are visionary and humani-
tarian, spending much of their time helping their fellow humans as they truly enjoy being of 
service to people. If you have an otter person as a friend and you are in need of a sympathetic 
ear or a helping hand they will be there for you. 

 

Once again my major source of information about the Medicine Wheel comes from sun Bear 
and Wabun who authored the book ñThe Medicine Wheel Earth Astrologyò a fireside book 
published by Simon and Schuster. This is only one of their books on keeping the Native 
American culture documented. I find their work especially interesting as their research must 
be exhausting since many Native American languages were not written and the legends and 
stories were passed on by story telling. 

 

Since this is still the ñRest and Cleansingò time of the year we still have time to take care of 
our guns and gear  and of course exercising and grooming those mounted shooting horses 
goes without saying. 

 

Next month Mother earth starts to stir after the ñrest and cleansingò season, and we look at 
the Big Winds Moon and the Cougar People (February 19th to March 20th). 

 

Keep your powder dry! 

 

Johnny Longknife  
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Rip Roarinõ News! 
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Happy Birthday To:  
 

Chuck Richmond  February 11th  

Dan Millikin February 14th  

Debbie Phillips February 20th  

Gary Ramos February 23rd  

New Additions! 
In the last month I just got three new horses!! A bay 5 year old Thor-
oughbred mare "Duchess", An 11 yr old chestnut Quarter horse gelding 
named "Tuffy" and A 7 yr old chocolate palomino mare named 
"Tank".   Tuffy is going to be a good prospect for shooting. The other two , 
well see when we start working with them . The girls are very green. Lot of 
training ahead of us!!! My daughter Lilly gets to learn how much work goes 
into a good horse now, sheôs going to be helping! 

                      Stay dry, Lorina Cajias " Sureshot Skeeter" 

 

Jerry Bestpitch's horse Taffy, is the 

featured horse in Western Shooting 

Horse magazine Jan-Feb issue. 

 

http://www.westernshootinghorse.com/wshcontent/2010/01/04/shooting-horse-12/
http://www.westernshootinghorse.com/wshcontent/2010/01/04/shooting-horse-12/

