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Dodge City ©oyBdrbwrddGined as Vegase.
Boy does -HOWHEVER Iméver thought about it flying BACKWARDS!

We climbed on the stage Dec. 2, 2009, headed out through the

desert, the wagon wheels rolled round towards Las Vegas and ESIG T snoomn
some where along the way sl C
stopped at the Rivera Hotel and the 8h SASS Convention and

AWILD WEST CHRI STMASO!

We stepped of the
City, 1867?20. You
jangle of spurs and lots of cowboys,
cowgirls, saloon girls, gamblers, ele-
gant ladies and handsome gentlemen
were every where you looked all
dressed in their best.

Like all cities there were so many things to do it was hard to choose

i where to start- But you can bet SHOPPING was at the top of the
list, (there were so many vendors that | lost count and Scarlet and |
visited them ALL several times)!

There were seminars and workshops to be taken in but one of our first stops was the Conven-
tion opening ceremonies where Wayne LaPierre, executive
Vice President of the NRA, was a guest speaker. His agenda
included protecting our 2 "d amendment rights and he spoke
of the importance of promoting the shooting sports, espe-
cially among family and friends. He was very concerned
about the surprise passage of new anti gun laws in CA.

There was a wide variety of entertainment to be seen at the
convention itself. We never would have had to step outside if
we didndét want to. One day wg
the Wil d West Arts, taught b
WWPAS (Wild West Performing Arts Society). We saw eve-
rything from spinning a rope, cracking a whip and twirling a
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gun. They entertained folks for the entire duration of the convention. One day we took a turn

down the alley where the stunt men were endglage
and fightind all over the stage, one of m p
another got thrown off the stage-s i X guns wée then thay albbdotauz anah shiook

hands. We even met a Gabby Hayze i mpersonat@or

Johnny Longknife, Scarlet Angel and Wicked Wayze
tried their hand at throwing knives under the profes-
sional direction of the WWPAS experts.

There was Cowboy Fast Draw featuring Quick Cal, a
17 time World fast draw champion and director of
the Cowboy Fast Draw Association. He was teaching
hands on cowboy fast draw training techniques for
both the beginner and advanced level shooter.

Friday eveningbdés festivities started with How
guished panel of Historians discussing and answering question about the events surrounding

the heyday of Dodge City and the Kansas cow towns of the Old West. They told about how

South Texas was bankrupt after the Civil War and some of the soldiers returned home to find

they had lots of long horned cattle. The war was over; there was a need for food & economic
recovery. | mmi gration was brining | ots of new
people coming into Boston and New York in 6
pork and there was not enough meatt hat 6 s a huge mar kloweverMdis- b @ e f
souri didndot want cattle going through theifglr t
meet up with the new railroad to be shipped to the cities. Eventually barbered wire and the

freeze in 66 changed the cattle industry new towns pop up designed to entertain cattle driv-

ers (14 drovers for every 800 cows) where there was good supply of water, good grazing and

the railroad.

Over the decade 5 mi

Dodge City became kno
I
Wooly dayso were in f

There were three reasons for a gunfightWomen, Whiskey and Money!-and in 1871 Wild Bill
Hi ckock was brought into Abilene to fikeep he
known as the AQueen of the cow townso.

When the railroad became established in Texas and it was no longer necessary to drive the
cattle across the country, as they could now be shipped on the railroad. The cow towns be-
gan to die; this became known as the AETr a fot



