
The Back Trailé...by Debbie McAlpin 

June 5&6 found the California Range Riders making our own kind of smoke in Penn Valley, Ca dur-

ing the Smokinô in the Oaks BBQ cook off.  As always the shooting was great as are the people.  

Many of us arrived Friday, after setting up camp we were treated to Dutch oven cooking by the folks 

hosting the cook off followed by a band. Many of our cowboys and cowgirls  found their way to the 

dance floor. What a way to start off the weekend!  

Saturday brought us a beautiful warm day, a great crowd and stages that were fun and kept us think-

ing; some being fast while others were a bit more technical.  While most of  the shooters took a break 

and grabbed some lunch Steve gathered some of the riders and put on a show for the audience.  Eve-

ryone always enjoys the rifle stage and  Iôm not real sure what Kactus Joe did to be the one elected to 

hold the balloons but Iôm sure glad Steve is a good shot!!   

No worries pards, I saw Kactus Joe walking around later, I donôt think he even had any holes in his 

clothes!  

While on break Mustang Gal and I found our way to the cook off  and sampled some of the contest-

ants hard work. We found a place we really enjoyed and went back. Itôs great to get the sample tickets 

and share with a friend. 

By Saturday afternoon that cool horse trough was looking mighty tempting to those of us that tent-

camp. A few of us girls opted for the hose we found.  Yes, it was cold but I think all of us thought it 

felt pretty good.  

Sunday brought another great day, a little cooler than Saturday. More fun stages and the team event. 

All of us who ran the team stages had a great time. There are benefits to riding a short horse when 

you are grabbing stuff off the barrels,  or having long arms, then there are those that just have horses 

that lean right on over as they go around the barrel.  Regardless of what youôre riding itôs fun! If you 

havenôt done it. Grab a pard and get on out there!!   

Sierra Rose had much appreciated help in the announcers booth. If you missed our announcers you 

missed some interesting ahéé.fictional facts about our riders. I thought I could make up some  
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stories but Robin you sure have me beat here!! Then there was John Myers who told us this history of 

the Myers gang and the dealings made to bring them where they are today! 

Bruce Shoji was on hand shooting at us from all angles! Iôm glad it was with his camera.  He put to-

gether a great slide show to music of the first two stages, available on CD for $20. 

 

June 11-13 CRR could be found at Horse Expo.  We generate a lot of interest while weôre here and 

bottom line itôs just a good time.  While strolling around the buildings California Girl and I were 

stopped by many people asking questions about what we did and how could they get involved. One of 

the other vendors asked if the guns were real, what did we shoot, did they shoot ñrealò bullets too? 

The same questions we get from many people. This however was the first time Iôve heard somebody 

say to their girlfriend ñHoney thatôs a really hot look, you should think about it.ò I know when I 

started mounted shooting I liked the idea of dressing in the Victorian and Old West clothing, as Iôm 

sure California Girl did, but I donôt think either one of us expected the word hot to be tossed into the 

mix. Thanks for the compliment pard!  

There is so much to see and do while at Horse Expo.   

Make plans to volunteer and go next year! You never know  who or what you might see! 

 

 

Chaps sure add a different look to shorts and a t-shirt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I always look forward to the trail ahead with CRR!  

Scarlet Angel 
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