
 Driftin' Alongé.by Jon Fix  

 Reno... Reno Nevada.  What comes to mind is a swealtering, heated afternoon with sweat 
commin' thru cowboy hat brims, as the cattle are wrangled for brandin'.  

 Not that way for the CRR event the weekend of May 21st. Oh no! You pull your rig into the 
ranch of Bill and Betty Jo, only to see 70 mile' n' hour winds kickin' up enough dust to grit yer teeth if 
ya even try talkin'. Dan and Judy Millikin tried three times to situate their rig to block the wind. No 
such luck. The swirlin' wind only brought the dust back as ya as you tried to stand against the trailor. 
Hoowee!   

 The first three to arrive, Ruth Piper, Sue Strain and Jackie Hill were there when we pulled in. 
I didn't even know who I was talkin' to, as they were tight drawn under hooded sweatshirts. Un-
daunted by the wind,  they were goin' for a trail ride. Yep, the trail ahead of them offered 64 million 
acres (no exaggeration)  of land between the ranch and the next fence line, Idaho. I don't recon that 
they expected to make that fence line, but they did go off for an hour and a half and returned a sandy 
bunch, hankerin' for shelter.  

 As the afternoon went from windy, to cold and windy, then to freezin' and windy, Scarlet and 
myself elected to transfer our steeds to a neighbor's spread where a three sided shelter was available. 
Rocky, a California horse who had just recently shed out, was a'shiverin' in the sunset, and we all 
agreed that he should be sheltered or severe consequences would be unavoidable. 30 degrees that 
night and unforgivin' wind to boot.  

 Tryin' to keep from bein' all too negative, I must admit that the dinner was one to remember. 
Hot dogs, macaroni salad and Johnny Longknife prepared the chili from the last CRR newsletter. It 
had such ingredients as coffee, cactus, smoked wieners and spicy beans. I had three bowls full. Great 
vittles, Johnny.   

 Bill and Betty Jo live alone. They had all of  us shootin' shoutin' drinkin' folk all over their 
house and kept on offerin' up more. They even offered up their 
heated trailer for me to sleep in. I was gonna sleep in my tent, 
but the late night headlights, showin' snow flakes in the howlin' 
wind, persuaded me to take them up on their offer. Instead of 
me wakin' up and gettin' dressed in the freezin'  cold, I woke up 
in a well heated trailer, lookin' at  2 inches of fresh snow on the 
ground (the mountains were dusted in white, beautiful from my 
heated home). Much appreciated.   

 On to the shoot. The Reno Rodeo fund raiser attracted 
such events as fast draw competition, (with participants from 8 
to 80), an old west shoot out, muttin' bustin', a full dress cav-
alry crowd  and COWBOY MOUNTED SHOOTIN' . We did 
have some cold weather die hards. Old Buckaroo (Steve Hol-
land), Judy Stewart, Expressman (Jerry Bestpitch, ridin fast with a broken leg), Taylor Myers, J.T.  
Myers, John Myers,  and Ron Myers Sr., ( Lord that's a good family) Steve Hay, Scarlet  (Debbie 
McAlpin), Ruth Piper, Judy and Dan Millikin, Sue City Sue (Treva Sue Strain), Carlena Kellog (whose 
school doesn't know and wouldn't approve of her shootin'), Laurie Barton Peters,  and Jacquie Hill  I 
hope I didn't miss anyone and apologize if I did, but Damn, we all hunkered' down in our jackets and 
stripped them off for our runs.  I don't know how many mounted shootin' events have been held in 
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the snow, but this one sure was. Those who left right after the match made it through Donner Pass 
with heavy show flakes driftin' down in heaps. I haven't heard from anyone who stayed the night, but 
I  hope y'all made it home safe and sound. This one will go down in all of our minds as one to remem-
ber. "Cowboy up" lived up to it's reputation on this one. Warm campfire stories to follow as the year 
goes on, I'm sure. 'Till then, I'll just keep on...  

Driftin Along.  

Yours, 

Tumbleweed.  

 

California Range Riders go to Reno!.....by Barbara Cuneo 

 Sun, rain, snow, and hail the California Range Riders 
press on undaunted in the search of those bad balloons! 

 We arrived at the Haas Ranch amidst wind and spit-
ting snow to find a few of the CRR members had risen before 
the crack of dawn and arrived before Mother Nature stated 
her games to enjoy a crisp desert ride, while had were just 
leaving home at the crack of dawn- for me the rooster crows 
all nigh long and Scarlet Angel is up way to soon for me, but if I want to ride in her wagon I stumble 
out the door whenever she rolls in. 

 Once we arrived we got the horses all blanketed and tucked in then headed for the Ranch 
house for a great potluck (see Driftinô along for a great review) then we all bedded down out of the 
wind so we could be the Nevada of the West event early the next morning. 

 4a.m. rolled around before my head hit the pillow (at least it seamed s) and we awoke to snow 
on the ground. The horses were glad to see us in the early morning snow covered desert. They 
grabbed breakfast and the riders defrosted their fingers around steaming cups of coffee, scraped the 
snow off the windshields, pried the frozen doors open and headed to the arena. 

 What an eventful day, frisky horses on a brisk morning. The wind made for moving targets 
and kept the range officers guessing as whether the balloons were dead or still alive.  Cold steel took 
on a new meaning and gloves became a sought after commodity. Score keeping was mighty interest-
ing as the snow fell on my paper and the numbers started to run together. 

 We had a wonderful audience; I think General Custer rode through with the entire regiment. 
They all looked so handsome on their horses and made us feel like we had really rolled back in time. 
If that wasnôt enough we had gun fights happening right behind us and a quick draw competition 
over the hill! I am pretty sure I saw John Wayne wander though at one point to. The present day 
mounted patrol was on hand with shiny helmets and pretty horses all enjoying the good entertain-
ment presented. 

 I would have liked to see what the other folks were doing around us but we wanted to make 
the pass before Mother Nature through anything else at us so we packed up and headed over the Sier-
ras as the wind blew and the snow feel.  

 I always look forward to adventures with the California Range Riders!  

 

Sierra Rose 
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Tim Foster    June 1, 1954 - June 4, 2009  

Kim Lisle                         June 1   

Ron Myers                       June 2  

Cheyenne  Hambey        June 6   

Brad Knight                     June 7  

Mike Lutzker                   June 9  

Corbin Roens                  June 15  

Ann Wisham                    June 17  

Sarah Feilmoser             June 30  

June Dates to Remember 

June 16, 1910 The first Father's Day is celebrated in Spokane Washington.  This year  Fa-

therôs day is June 20th. 

 

June 14, 1777 Our flag chosen.  Adoption of the "Stars and Stripes" designed by Francis 

Hopkins & made by Betsy Ross. 

 

June 14, 1954  THE PLEDGE & THE PHRASE "UNDER GOD" It is almost fifty years since 

"THE PHRASE óUNDER GODô was added to the pledge by a Congressional Act of 14 June 

1954.  At that time, President Eisenhower said that "in this way we are reaffirming the 

transcendence of religious faith in Americaôs heritage and future: in this way shall con-

stantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever will be our countryôs most power-

ful resource in peace and in war."  Quoted from the Armed Forces Information & Educa-

tion, Dept. Of Defense, 1959. 



Native American cultureé..by John Cuneo 
 

ñDeer Peopleò 

 

This month, as the Medicine Wheel turns, we find ourselves looking at the lives and personality traits 
of those born between May 21st and June 20th. These folks find themselves under the powers of the 
Cornplanting moon. They have as their totem in the mineral kingdom the moss agate. The yarrow is 
their totem in the plant kingdom. The deer is their animal kingdom totem and their colors are white 
and green. 

 

The Cornplanting moon is the last moon of spring when things have settled into their pattern of 
growth. This helps bring stability and wisdom. At this time the seeds in the ground have germinated 
and have began to take on their proper shape and form. Wisdom comes more easily to deer people 
when they have learned what their proper shape and form are. 

 

The stone of deer people is the moss agate. It is a type of quartz in which the bands of color are dis-
tributed in such a way as to resemble preserved moss. 

 

Moss agate is a healing stone. It is considered most beneficial for the eyes. Some people carry it in 
their pockets to experience its healing properties. Since the stone appears to contain delicate vegeta-
tion, it is thought to be a link between the mineral and plant kingdoms enabling its owner to have a 
better understanding of both. The ancient peoples believed that keeping moss agate pebbles in the 
mouth would alloy thirst. They also felt it had powers for helping rain to come when plants needed it.  

 

Like their stone, deer people have healing abilities if they learn to develop them. Deer people like 
beauty and like to make their environments beautiful. They often can cerate things if beauty out of 
ordinary materials. Their homes offices and other places that deer people go become more attractive 
places. People of this totem are usually attracted to both plants and minerals, and are most comfort-
able when they can spend at least part of their time outdoors where the Earth Mother has joined to-
gether the elements with which they feel a special closeness. 

 

The Yarrow is the plant totem for people of the deer. It is a beautiful, useful and versatile plant. It 
grows in almost any exposed area. It has a strong scent and a sharp astringent taste. It has finely di-
vided leaves making it look almost like a fern. It can grow to three feet tall with white flowers. The 
whole plant can be used medicinally. Native people used ti as a tonic to keep up their strength while 
cleansing their blood and soothing their mucous membranes. It is useful for colds and flu. It will also 
work as a diuretic which also helps rid the body of toxin. Externally yarrow acts as a local anesthetic 
and disinfectant. If you chew a leaf and put it on a mosquito bite it will relieve the itch. It is said to 
relieve toothaches when chewed also. 

 

How much like deer people their herb is! They are useful and versatile people bringing beauty to the 
world they inhabit. They can be found in just about any exposed area doing a variety of work or play. 
They can however be astringent like their plant, especially if they feel corned or if they have ventured 
into a situation with which they are not comfortable. Deer people like the yarrow are a tonic to those 
around them. Their energy is usually so high it can float a couple of others along in its wake. Deer 
people make good solid friends who will help you keep up your strength through any problems that 
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you encounter. Deer people do have the gift of gab. 
They like to talk about any subject with anyone unless 
the subject is too personal. 

 

The animal totem of those born during the Cornplant-
ing moon is, of course, the deer. That sensitive, grace-
ful and alert creature that brings beauty and joy to all 
who see him. 

 

Like their totem Deer people are sensitive, graceful, 
fast moving and alert. They are by nature intuitive 
which helps them sense the feelings of others. They 
have the ability to listen, and understand what their friends and associates are feeling. Deer people 
are usually so graceful in the way they bring their own feelings into a conversation that you donôt 
even realize you are being interrupted. 

 

The need for beauty runs deep within Deer people. They like to surround themselves with beautiful 
scenery or homes. Theses folks are clever, resourceful and creative they can make something beauti-
ful out of simple materials. They are often artists or musicians which bring about a sense of fulfill-
ment to their souls.  

 

These folks make loving parents although they sometimes have quite an adjustment to make in 
matching their pace to that of a child.  

 

Deer children, being sensitive and intuitive, as well as creative, are usually able to amuse themselves 
a good part of the time. 

 

The colors of Deer people are white and green. Their white is the translucent white of space where 
anything is possible. It si the white of a child coming into the world in perfect purity and innocence. 
Their green is the green of nature, of healing and restoring. 

 

Again my mains source of information about  the Medicine Wheel comes form the works of Sun Bear 
and Wabun and their book ñThe Medicine Wheel Earth Astrologyò  Published by Simon and Schuster 
Publishing Co. These folks are very instrumental in keeping Native American Culture alive. 

 

Although Sun Bear is no longer with us Wabun (Eagle Woman) a spiritual leader in her own right has 
kindly granted me permission to pass on excerts from their work.  

 

Next month it is full blown summer, and our subjects will be Flicker People, born from June 21 st to 
July 22nd under the Strong Sun Moon. 

 

Todayôs thought- ñtwo cowboys were sitting by the fire eating, not so tasty, chow in the rain. They 
thought of the soldiers over in Iraq and thought about what they were doing. The cowboys were cold 
and wet, but they were free and none was shooting at them.ò Joe Harper 

 

Johnny Longknife.  
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Battle swords of the Samurai Warrioréé.by John Cuneo 
 

The classic Japanese battle sword commonly, referred to as the ñSamurai swordò, has in its various styles and 
shapes been celebrated for centuries, not only for its elegant lines and simple beauty, but mainly for the tech-
niques and skill that went into its construction.  

 

They were hand made by expert craftsmen with simple tools who passed the secrets of making the finest cutlery 
steel and hardening and tempering steel hundreds of years ago. It was all done according to strict tradition. 

 

The surviving specimens, including those carried by the Japanese during World War Two, are priceless. 

 

This was the discussion I was having with Jon Fix (alias Tumbleweed) between stages at the shoot in Ione. Jon 
Fix is also a fellow collector of edged weapons. During our conversation he asked if I knew how to properly ex-
amine one of these weapons if its owner should be kind enough to let me see it. I said no, was I in for an educa-
tion in respect and tradition. I was so impressed with Tumbleweedôs knowledge of the sword of the Samurai, 
that I must pass it along. 

 

First, if one allows you to examine a Japanese battle sword, its owner will hand it to you in its scabbard with the 
spine or back of the sword toward you. This shows that its owner trusts you, since from that angle you can eas-
ily draw the sword and kill its owner. Next, to show respect and follow tradition, you examine the less impor-
tant features first, such as the ornamental top of the scabbard, complimenting the finish and workmanship of 
the lacquered bamboo. Next one examines the swords fittings. The Tsuba (guard), the Fuchi (collar) and the 
Kashira (pommel). One now examines the hilt which is covered with Sami (ray skin) and tightly wrapped with 
silk cord. There is usually a Menuki ( small ornamental sculpture inserted between the ray skin and the cord 
wrappings on the grip. Compliments are made as on notices these in turn. Now one asks permission of the 
owner to examine the blade. If this is granted (it may or may not) you pull the blade out of the scabbard about 
10 inches, noticing and complimenting the fit and finish of the Habaki (blade collar). You can then slowly with-
draw the blade laying its spine across the scabbard. One can now see the differential temper lines in the blade 
(a still closely guarded secret) the curvature and straightness of the blade end its lines and superb polish, all 
done by hand. At no time are you to touch the blade. They are of high carbon steel, highly polished and the oils 
and acid in a person skin will cause tarnish. Last but not least you carefully reinsert the blade into its scabbard. 
After more compliments and gracious thanks you hand the sword back to its owner in the same manner as it 
was handed to you with the spine or back toward its owner. You both then bow. 

 

Up to this point I had no idea of how to properly examine a Samurai weapon.  

 

I am very grateful to Jon Fix for this education, as I will not now insult the owner of a Japanese battle sword or 
violate the tradition that these legendary weapons represent. 

 

Thanks again Tumbleweed! 

 

Johnny Longknife  
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Reminders  
Joining CRR & CMSA and renewing dues for 2010 important change, please read carefully 
  
CMSA is now running it's calendar year from the World's in October. So as of last Monday, 
we're officially in the 2010 CMSA calendar year. 
So if you're planning to shoot at match, you must renew your CMSA dues prior to the match. 
Another important change is the renenwing members dues amount. They are no longer giv-
ing the CMSA club the renewing price of $35/65. 
  
Individual membership:  
It's now $60 thru our club or $70 if you do it on your own.  
  
Family membership:  
It's now $90 thru our club or $100 if you do it on your own.  
  
***If you join or renew with CMSA on your own (you will not get the $10 discount), please 
list California Range Riders CA5, as your club 
To get the discount, your new or renewal must be paid by our club check/credit card. 
  
 
CRR = California Range Riders 
Club dues 
***********************************  
   
Our CRR club dues are $50 for individual and $80 for a family. Renewals after  
October 15th are good for 2010. Associate members are $25. 
 
When the time comes for CMSA and/or CRR renewal, please make your check out to CRR 
and send  
it to our Secretary: 
 
Judy Stewart 
C/O CRR 
2480 Day Road 
Gilroy, Ca. 95020 
 
If you have questions, feel free to call me at:  
408-710-1616 
or email: oldbuckaroo7@aol.com 
http://www.CaliforniaRangeRiders.com  

 
 
Your Opinions Count! 
Suggestions for improvement of future matches and ideas for prizes have been asked for at 
the awards ceremonies.  If you are to shy to speak up in a group setting take a moment to  



talk to Steve or one of our board members or send an email. C.R.R. is always looking to make 
improvements for all of itôs members. 
 
Donôt forget every now and again you will receive a survey email ranging from practice 
places, match places and days to awards and many subjects in between. Please fill them out 
and return them. These surveys are designed to help improve our club for our club members.  
They are read and go before our board for votes and consideration.   
 
Maybe you have a suggestion you have not seen in a survey or cannot wait to suggest, email 
it to Old Buckaroo at Oldbuckaroo7@aol.com .  The board of members looks forward to your 
input!  
 
Watch your emails for  announcements regarding upcoming practices and fun activities.  
 
Check our website for 2010 Match dates.   
 
Remember, participating in Demos, Wild West Shows, and Clinics, as well as shooting at 
matches, will get you credit for CRR year end awards. Volunteer, Itôs a lot of fun! 
 
Submit your items for sale,  stories (two part is OK!) and announcements to add to the news-
letter to Debbie, scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net. 

 
Announcement 

If you have any changes in your contact information, please email it to Secretary Judy Stew-

art at: calgirl101ranch@aol.com 

C.R.R. Officers:  
President: Steve Holland                          Vice Pres: Jerry Bestpitch  

Secretary: Judy Stewart                            Treasurer: Judy Millikin  

 

Board members:  

Constance Jaegel  

Dan Millikin  
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  L a s s o  A  D e a l : 
       

 

CRR sponsor , Dave's Hay Barn with 7 locations to serve you. 

 

Squeeze load and delivery available. They grow their own. San Jose store 

 408-292-3337 Other locations: Santa Rosa, Esparto, Upper Lake, Oroville, Shingle Springs. 

 

98 Fleetwood Flair 25ô class A Motor Home $16500 

Very low 26,630 original miles, New Batteries, Excellent Tires, Rear Master, Onan 4000 generator, tow pkg, hydrau-

lic jacks, awning, satellite, 20" TV, DVD player, VHS player, 10 disk CD player, sleeps four, very clean and open. call 

Kelly or Murphy (916) 716-4738. 

 

65 Volkswagen Beetle 6500 

38,344 miles , clean with rebuilt engine, new carburetor, runs great, tinted windows, beautiful interior, custom rims, 

am/fm cd player. Comes with tow bar & wiring. Kelly or Murphy (916) 716 -4738 
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