
Driftin' Alongé.by Jon Fix  alias Tumbleweed 

  
Inspiration. That's what I need. Inspiration. I already wrote two paragraphs on how this damned vi-
rus is wrecking our lives. Then I read it and it was nothing but the same s#!t you have been hearing 
and reading about. "delete" 
   
My last three years shooting, have been, maybe my 5th childhood. But this cowboy mounted shooting 
is really an extension of my first...  
My family were Iowa farmers and my Dad loved the westerns, as did my granddad.  In the 1950's I 
was glued to black and white TV. while we watched the old films that are classics today. When my 
childhood friends and I played cowboys and indians, we rode our horses faster'n lightnin' and we 
shot all the bad guys. The fight scenes we put on had to rival the actors on the screen.   
 
My Dad was the first of three generations of Fix farmers to leave the family farm. He moved to Michi-
gan. His childhood best friend moved away also. Dale Webster moved to Pasadena and ended up 
buying, of all things, a blood laboratory.  This particular blood lab had a large amount of the Holly-
wood communities business. It was the largest lab around, multiple floors, and many of the doctors 
in the area sent their patients  there. Many of the doctors were doctors to the stars. Dale's office was 
one to behold. He had signed photos and memorabilia that were unbelievable. He married an actress. 
His life was Hollywood.  
 
Dale was eager to show it all off to his old farmer buddy (my Dad) and his kids when we made 
a family vacation  timed for  the Rose Bowl. I was about 9. Dale had comp. tickets in box seats. Very 
impressive. His house was a rambling ranch style, hillside home that also had multiple levels and 
rooms dedicated to Hollywood stuff. He had a music room. I remember, on the tour, seeing a grand 
piano, a stand-up bass, conga drums, and an acoustic guitar. Dale told us that later, we would hear 
some music in that room.  
Dinner was what you might  expect: A massive spread, served and cleared by "the help", and followed 
up with some fancy dessert with fancy after dinner drinks for the adults.  Dale and my Dad exchanged 
many old childhood stories from the small town they left  so far behind them. It was very funny hear-
ing stories about my Dad, coming from the friend who knew him the best.  
 
The doorbell rang and Dale's twin, black, standard poodles went barking and racing to save the day. 
Dale excused himself and came back a few moments later explaining that the  music would start in a 
few minutes. We picked up and made our way to the music room, hearing the guitar tuning up as we 
approached. My little kid face must have been quite a sight as we entered the room to see Roy Rogers 
sitting there. Dale introduced us all and I got to shake his hand. He sang a few songs and was on his 
way. Funny how you gather memories as you go.... 
 
Driftin' Along   
  
Tumbleweed.  
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Introducing Fetishes and Carvings, part 2é....by John Cuneo, alias Johnny Longknife 

 
Last month I began to tell you about fetishes and carvings and left off just before the story of the 
Power Bear. The Legend of the Power Bear told to me is as follows: 

 

The Native Americans regard the bear as a very powerful being. The spirit of the bear is both 
feared and respected. The ñOld Onesò would never hunt or harm a bear, lest its spirit would reek 
vengeance upon that person and his ancestors forever. To be protected by the bear spirit, one had 
to honor his spirit and show respect thru prayers and rituals. Good deeds were very important to 
earn the protection of the bear spirit. This being done, one was allowed to wear the symbol of the 
bear. The most highly regarded symbol of all was the POWER BEAR It was made of turquoise, (The 
symbol of goodness of ones soul). The lightening bolt inlaid in the bearôs side tells us that the bear 
has swallowed his enemies arrows, and has transformed them into a bolt of lightening to strike 
down those evil spirits that would invade the owner of the amulet. A ceremony was then performed 
called ñgiving voice to the bear.ò This ritual asked the Great Spirit to allow the bear to protect those 
worthy of wearing the Power Bear. Now the amulet becomes very sacred. The person wearing this 
amulet now has the protection of the Great Bear Spirit and no evil spirits dare enter the body of 
anyone who wears the Power Bear.  

 

It was quite a legend I remarked to the woman and that there were those in my family and several 
friends that I would like the amulet of the Power Bear for. They said theirs were only carvings, but as 
a believer, I could talk to the people at the trading post in Gallup, New Mexico as they have a shaman 
and several holy people there. It is where they go to obtain religious items. They would introduce me. 

 

On the way back from End of Trail my cousin and I did stop and yes, I had been introduced. And yes, 
I am know as a believer. At first with little more than an open mind. I have had experiences since 
which makes one believe.   

 

I was given several Power Bear amulets and shown how to do a short ceremony to transfer the power 
to an individual person. At  home I made them into necklaces for my tow daughters and my wife. 
Both my daughters have since avoided incidents that could have been tragic. The Power Bear???? 

 

We have a friend who for years has had an enlarged heart. She became so incapacitated that she 
elected surgery with only a  50% chance of survival. I did the ceremony and made a necklace for her. 
We had a dinner gathering which she attended prior to her surgery. Everyone there wished her well, 
and one lady said she would have her church pray for her. I gave her the necklace in private, as you 
must not anger the Sprits by grandstanding. I explained the whole procedure and the legend of the 
Power Bear. She thanked me and said that she could use all the help she could get. I told her to just 
keep an open mind.  

 

She wore it to the hospital, and had her husband keep it for her while she was in surgery, he has an 
open mind also, but thinks I am a little spooky. She survived the surgery, and when the surgeon came 
in he was elated. He said it went so well that he felt his hand was guided. She would make a full re-
covery. She told him many people wished her well and prayed for her. By then she had the necklace 
back on and the surgeon remarked about it being unusual. She explained the whole thing to him. He 
turned a little pale she told me, and said ñwe know the power of prayer, but we also know there are 

 
 
 
 
 



other forces that we cannot explain but must respect.ò With 
that he left and today she is caring for her ten horses and 
bucking bales of hay and sacks of grain. She keeps the neck-
lace in her night stand at all times. Her husband still thinks I 
am a little spooky, and brings me a big rattlesnake once in a 
while to BBQ as I am real fond of them. 

 

I will try to do more on carvings and fetishes later. But this 
story is my only personal experience with an amulet.  

 

Thought for the dayé..  

 

ñBe not afraid of the night. Be afraid of what hunts at night.ò   

Carlos Hathcock, ñWhite Feather,ò USMC retired. U.S. Marine Corps sniper who became famous dur-
ing the Vietnam War. (The enemy called him "White Feather", because he wore a white feather in his 
helmet band, and offered a large bounty for his death or capture.) 
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Buckle Series Sponsors 
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Jack Whelan Roofing 

408-848-0820 

Buckle Series sponsors continued on next page 

California Range Riders  
2011 Buckle Series 

CRR is proud to partner with 

Gist Silversmith for our 2011 season and buckle series 

Vogel- All State Insurance 

199 1st St Ste 328 

Los Altos, CA 94022 

(650) 947-1600 
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Buckle Series Sponsors 

Sandra and Randy Mylo   

 Morgan Hill, Ca.

 

In Memory of Nellie 

Patty and Don Carter 

of California & Montana  



Reminders  

Club dues   

(You can join CRR only if you wish) 
 
Joining CRR & CMSA and renewing dues for 2011 important change, please read care-
fully .  
CMSA is now running it's calendar year from the World's in October. So as of October 24th, 
we're officially in the 2011 CMSA calendar year.  
 
If  you're planning to shoot at a CMSA match, you must renew your CMSA dues prior to the 
match.  
Another important change is the renewing members dues amount. 
 
Individual membership:  
CMSA is now $60 thru our club, CRR is $50 total = $110  
 
Family membership:  
CMSA is now $90 thru our club, CRR is $80 total = $170  
 
***If you join or renew with CMSA on your own you will not get the $10 discount****** 
Please list California Range Riders CA5, as your club. 
  
To get the discount, your new or renewal must be paid by our club check/credit card.  
It's important that all club members renew their CMSA membership for 2011, through our 
club, the California Range Riders. 
 
Go to the CMSA website and print the renewal form, fill it out and sign it .  
Please make your check out to CRR and send it to our Secretary:  
Judy Stewart  
C/O CRR  
2480 Day Road  
Gilroy, Ca. 95020  
 
If you have questions, feel free to call me at 408-710-1616 or email: oldbuckaroo7@aol.com 

 
Your Opinions Count! 
Suggestions for improvement of future matches and ideas for prizes have been asked for at 
the awards ceremonies.  If you are to shy to speak up in a group setting take a moment to  
talk to Steve or one of our board members or send an email. C.R.R. is always looking to make 
improvements for all of itôs members. 
 
Donôt forget every now and again you will receive a survey email ranging from practice 
places, match places and days to awards and many subjects in between. Please fill them out 
and return them. These surveys are designed to help improve our club for our club members.   
They are read and go before our board for votes and consideration.   



 

Maybe you have a suggestion you have not seen in a survey or cannot wait to suggest, email 
it to Old Buckaroo at Oldbuckaroo7@aol.com .  The board of members looks forward to your 
input!  
 
Watch your emails for  announcements regarding upcoming practices and fun activities.  
 
Check our website for 2011 Match dates.   
 
Remember, participating in Demos, Wild West Shows, and Clinics, as well as shooting at 
matches, will get you credit for CRR year end awards. Volunteer, Itôs a lot of fun! 
 
Submit your items for sale,  stories (two part is OK!) and announcements to add to the news-
letter to Debbie, scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net. 
 
If you have any changes in your contact information, please email it to Secretary Judy        

Stewart at: calgirl101ranch@aol.com 

 

C.R.R. Officers:  

President: Steve Holland                          Vice Pres: Jerry Bestpitch  

Secretary: Judy Stewart                            Treasurer: Judy Millikin  

 

Board members:  

Constance Jaegel   

Jerry Kurtz  

Debbie McAlpin  

Dan Millikin  

Joe Squillacioti  
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Happy   Birthday! 

 

 

Interesting June dates: 

June in national Rose Month  

June 2, 1896-Radio was patented 

June 3, 1965-Ed White walks in space 

June 4, 1896-Henry Ford made his first operational car  

June 9, 1934-Donald Duck is born...hatched 

June 14-Flag Day-commemorates the adoption of the flag of the United States 

June 19-Fatherôd Day 

June 21-Summer is supposed to begin 

June 22, 1868-Typewriter patented  

Tim Foster  6 -01-54ïJune 4 -2009  

Kim Lisle                         06 -01-60   

Ron Myers                       06 -02 -64  

Mike Lutzker                    06 -09 -50  

Patrick OôConner            06-12-50  

Sarah Feilmoser             06 -30 -88  
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  L a s s o  A  D e a l : 
    

 

CRR sponsor , Dave's Hay Barn with 7 locations to serve you. 

Squeeze load and delivery available. They grow their own. San Jose store 

 408-292-3337 Other locations: Santa Rosa, Esparto, Upper Lake, Oroville, Shingle Springs 

 

Portable pens, quick setup, pin together, light weight, fit in the back of a 6' pickup bed,  

 purchase 5 or more. 

Old Buckaroo   408-710-1616 

 

Galen has a pair  of Ruger Vaquero's 5.5 stainless with tuning and custom holsters. With Steve  
Holland if interested.  $1300 for the pair with the holsters, holsters by Matt Rockwell.  

Galen Griffin  541-525-6362 or 541-434-2318 

ggriffen@oregonmed.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See our list of buckle sponsors on pages 5 and 6  

 

If you have anything to sell or are looking to buy pertaining to Cowboy Mounted Shooting, please email the descrip-

tion and photo if possible to scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net and I will publish it. 
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Presidentõs Message: 

Canôt wait to get started in 2011...rain, rain 
go away !  

As most of you know, the EHV -1 virus is changing  
the scheduling of many events and some  of our events 
had to  be adjusted because of this. So be sure to read 
your emails and watch for last minute announcements. 
The 2011 calendar  is available on our website. 

http://www.CaliforniaRangeRiders.com  

 

Happeningsé 

We now have a Facebook websiteécheck it out and join. Just type in the search window (upper right) 

California Range Riders (CRR)   

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=wall&gid=342606616686  

Click on ñevents ò   We have 18 events listed, so please feel free to RSVP. 

 

New for 2011: CRR Buckle Series  (see article elsewhere in the newsletter) 

We have 10 sponsors for the beautiful Gist Buckles.  

As you know, CRR  does many activities in addition to mounted shooting competitions, practices, 
and clinics. Events are subject to changeé 

 

Congratulations to Jerry Kurtz, overall Frogtown Massacre winner...ribbett!  

 

2011 May Dates  

1 CRR     Practice/clinic  Novato Horseman's   

7  CRRCRR    Sonora Parade   (Sonora) 

14-15   SCM   Utah State Championship (Hurricane, Utah)    CMSA 

22  CRRCRR    Frogtown Massacre III  (Angels Camp)  

MAY 30 Memorial Day  

 

JUNE  

4 ***   Nevada of the Wild West II   (Reno)  

4-5    CRRCRR     High Noon V (Penn Valley)  CMSA + BBQ cook-off  Buckle Series Event  

3-5    SoCal CMSA  Donatne Life Awareness (Norco)   CMSA     

8-12    CMSA   Central US Championship  (Guthrie, Oklahoma)   CMSA 

10-12  CRRCRR      Horse Expo   (Sacramento)  
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11-12  RRR    Spurs and Stripes (Ontario)   CMSA    

18         CRR     Blazing Saddles X    (Novato) Buckle Series  

19          CRR     Blazing Saddles XI   (Novato) Buckle Series  

19   Fathers Day 

20 -26  SASS    EoT World Championship (NM)    SASS 

24   ***        Cattle Drive for Folsom Rodeo (Folsom)  

24 -26  WSSA   Idaho State Shoot  (Garden Valley, Idaho)               

25-26   SJVR     Duel on the Delta (Stockton) 

 

JULY  

1-3         RRR  Red Hot Runninô and Gunninô  (Winchester)   CMSA 

2-3         WSSA Oregon State Shoot (Oregon) 

4             ***    Alameda Mayorôs Parade, Wild West   (Alameda) 

4           Independence Day  

9-10     California State (Gilroy)  CMSA 

14-17      ***        Salinas Rodeo     (Salinas)  

16           CRR practice/clinic  Kirkman Arena (Livermore)        

16           SoCal CMSA  No Frills Shoot (Norco)  CMSA 

23-24    CRR   Ghost Riders in the Sky  (Ione) CMSA Buckle Series  

 

 

CRR  is now affiliated with :  

CSA Cowboy Sports Association    http://www.cowboysportsassociation.com/  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cowboy -Mounted -Shooters/225866044009  

and  WSSA  Western States Shooting Association    http://mountedshooting.net/  

 

Looking forward to seeing all of our new members and prospective members at these upcoming 
events. If youôre inexperienced, come ride time-only and learn the ñinôs and outsò of cowboy mounted  

shooting.  

The reason for Rsvpõs 
RSVPôs  are important. It helps us plan the amount of supplies (ammo, balloons, etcé) we need at 
each event. Many times the balloon setter groups want to know how much they will be paid (ahead of 
time). They are paid by the number of contestants and the number of stages run. The Diamond Bar 
would like to be able to purchase the appropriate amount of food, instead of over buying or having to 
make a last minute trip to the store.  

Itôs a courtesy and I ask all of you to make an effort in the coming year. 
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As always, a big thank you to Scarlet Angel  (Debbie McAlpin) for the excellent work on the ñCRR 
Trailblazer ò, and to all the contributing writersé                  
great job! ...keep it cominô 

 

Happy trails to all  

Old Buckaroo        408-710-1616 

 

 

Attention California Range Riders! 
 

 

Watch your emails for updates on the shoot in Penn Valley,  

High Noon V on  June 4 -5th.  

 

CRR  will be promoting Cowboy Mounted Shooting for the 10th 
year  

at Horse Expo on June 10, 11 & 12.  

In addition, we will be holding live mounted shooting clinics each day . 

Volunteers are needed to work the booth, ride in the clinics, and help out.  

contact Steve  oldbuckaroo7@aol.com   408-710-1616 

 

 

 

  

 

New Member  

Mark Riedl' of Nevada City  
 

Welcome to the CRR campfire!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:oldbuckaroo7@aol.com
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Editorõs Dispatch: 
 
June 14 is  Flag day;  what flags do you fly in your camp? 
 
There are a number of flags that can be seen flying in  the camp of Sierra Rose and me, even more if 

Johnny Longknife is along.  
 
The 34 Star Medallion Flag-This became the official flag 
of the United States on July 4, 1861 and served until re-
placed by the 35 star flag on July 4, 1863.  In 1861 there 
was no official pattern for the stars, the ñmedallionò was 
one of the more popular styles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gadsden Flagï Presented to Commodore Esek 
Hopkins before the departure of  the first naval mis-
sion in December 1775 to intercept British ships.  The 
rattlesnake , only  found in America, has 13 rattles the 
same number of Colonies untied in America at the 
time.  An anonymous writer, later to  be thought Ben-
jamin Franklin, wrote  why the snake might be chosen 
as the symbol for America.  ñThe rattlesnake also has 
sharp eyes, and "may therefore be esteemed an em-
blem of vigilance." Furthermore,  
"She never begins an attack, nor, when once engaged, 
ever surrenders: She is therefore an emblem of mag-

nanimity and true courage. ... she never wounds 'till she has generously given notice, even to her 
enemy, and cautioned him against the danger of treading on her."  

 

The American Flag-50 Stars and 13 horizontal stripes  alternating red 
and white. This flag became the official flag of the United States  on 
July 4, 1960. 
 

 
 
 Scarlet Angel  
 
 ñLife isn't about waiting for the storm to pass.  
 It's about learning to dance in the rain .ò   

 
     "Dance like no one is watching. Sing like no one is  
     listening. Love like you've never been hurt and live  

     like it's heaven on Earth." ð Mark Twain  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1655.Mark_Twain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gadsden_flag.svg
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Photos from bruce shoji photography  
 


