
 

The Back Trail:  CRR makinõ noise in Rio Linda! ééééééééééé..by Tim Foster 
A heat wave hit Nor-Cal on the third weekend of April of '09 as the CRR shot it out at Central 
Park Arena in Rio Linda, California in a SASS Match. The temperature was said to be 91 degrees 
on Saturday and pretty close to that on Sunday! The shootin' was hot as well! Jerry Bestpitch 
weathered the heat and won the Overall Buckle. 
 
The match did not get started until 6:30 pm as another event was scheduled in the arena ahead 
of us. The riders, nor the horses, did not mind as the heat was mighty uncomfortable. We shot 
until almost 10:00 that night and the evening cooled off quite a bit yet the shootin' stayed hot & 
heavy. After three stages the top 5 were still shootin' clean!  You had to be there to see the flames 
bursting forth from the gun barrels in the night air as the horses ran the SASS courses precisely. 
Gunfire, pounding hooves, balloons poppin', Cowgirls & Cowboys havin' fun...it gets no better! 
Excitement was in the air!  
 
We had 29 riders when all finally showed up! There were four full classes with buckles awarded 
to the class winners. We had a full class of Juniors! It was really refreshing to watch those kids 
ride 'n shoot! The John Myers Family & Friends were balloon setters and did a great job. Rio 
Linda is their home and Central Park Arena is their home arena. John Myers and his son, J.T., 
rode well and placed in the Top Ten; John as #2 and J.T. as #6.  
The full class winners were: M-1 Jeff Larson, M-2 John Myers, Juniors J.T. Myers, and  
L-1 Gretchen Walters. All of these winners had buckles ordered on their behalf. Once again, 
Jerry Bestpitch won the Overall Buckle. Barbara Godfrey won the Ladies Overall. The Top Ten 
Shooters were as follows: 1)Jerry Bestpitch  2)John Myers 3) Joe Squillacioti 4) Tim Foster 
 5) Jeff Larson 6) J.T. Myers 7) Steve Holland 8) Roger Rumerfield 9) Bob Leggitt 10) Barbara 
Godfrey. 
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The Trail Ahead:   

Deadmanôs Walk II, May 9, Deadmanôs Walk III, May 10th , at Diamond Bar Arena,  

6055 S. Central Ave, Ceres. 2 separate CMSA 2x points matches due to motherôs day. Come one or both 
days. 

Details on SASS wire 

Please RSVP to Oldbuckaroo7@aol.com   Watch your email for further details!   

Blazing Saddles VIII , May 23-25th, SASS State, Central Park Arena, 810 Elkhorn Blvd, Rio Linda.         

SASS wire Details 

High Noon , June 6-7th, at the Penn Valley Rodeo grounds, 10513 Spenceville Rd , held in conjunction 
with the California State BBQ cook offéplenty of free food for all contestants. 

View the entire 2009 Event Schedule  

 

Rip Roaring News! 

CRR presents:  Kenda Lenseigne and Dan Byrd Advanced Mounted Shooting Clinic  

OCT 10-11, 2009 at Rootin Tootin Cowboy's aka Glenn Ferreira's ranch in Hollister 

$240.00 per rider  Hurry! Limited to 15 riders.  

 

Bottled water provided both days to participants.  

Sunday morning coffee, donuts, and fruit provided.  

We'll do a potluck on Saturday evening, bring your own meat to BBQ and a dish to share. 

 

Bring your own portable pens, electric, hi -line, or tie to the trailer, secure parking area. 

http://www.kendalenseigne.com/  

http://www.danbyrdhorses.com/   

http://www.equestrianmag.com/news/champion -shooter-kenda-lenseigne-circle-y-03-

09.html  

 

To reserve a space, mail your $100.00 deposit to: 

Glenn Ferreira 

1160 Riverside Road 

Hollister, Ca 95023 

831-635-0185 

rtcowboy@earthlink.net  

 

http://sassnet.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=124717
http://sassnet.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=124716
http://californiarangeriders.com/MatchDates/2009MatchDates.html
http://www.kendalenseigne.com/
http://www.danbyrdhorses.com/
http://www.equestrianmag.com/news/champion-shooter-kenda-lenseigne-circle-y-03-09.html
http://www.equestrianmag.com/news/champion-shooter-kenda-lenseigne-circle-y-03-09.html
mailto:rtcowboy@earthlink.net


 

Ranger's Ramblin'séby Tim Foster, alias M.H. Brumley,  Texas Ranger 
We shot in 90 degree heat in April...I wonder what temp we will shoot in in  July!...we've been there 
and done that!...Think Cowboy Cool...Always remember your horse hears & smells a whole lot more 'n 
you do...We had a great time in Rio Linda. Wish I'd shot better, but I'll get it right in May! Yeah, 
right...Wow, we had a full class of Juniors at the Rio Linda shoot. J.T. Myers, his sister Taylor, Amanda 
Larson, and Cecil McDonald did a fine job of ridin' 'n shootin'. Way to go, kids! Sure wish I'd started 
when I was a teen...This writin' will be supplemented with some Cowboy Philosophy, some mine and 
some from other Cowboy Scribes...If there's a hole in your story or fence, whatever you'd rather didn't 
get out - will!...CRR is going to the Calaveras County Frog Jump in May! Mark Twain's "Jumping Frogs 
of Calaveras County" put the town of Angel's Camp on the map, well the gold rush did help out too. 
CRR will be ridin' & shootin' at the May celebration! If you're not ridin', come out and support those 
who are. We could probably use some balloon setters as well. Everyone help and we will get the mes-
sage of Cowboy Mounted Shooting out and grow the club and the sport...See the President's Message 
for additional club activities created to grow the sport in Nor -Cal...John Myers and Gretchen Walters 
were the only two riders to finish the Rio Linda shoot with no misses! CLEAN! No wonder they won 
their classes! Congratulations!...I don't know how he does it. Steve Holland produces the CRR shoots, 
which is a lot of work both before and during the match, and shoots in the match. He has to try to stay 
focused on his shooting and work to keep the match motivatin' along. There is always a complaint or 
two to deal with. He does a wonderful job and I appreciate it.   The CRR Board of Directors help carry 
some of the load but he still has a big burden. I applaud you, Mr. President! You're a real Cowboy Up 
kind of guy!...Steve H. did not pay me to write the latter nor did he solicit it...You can't drown your sor-
rows; they know how to swim...Make your plans to shoot in the CMSA Pacific Coast Classic, July 9-12! 
It will be held in Rancho Murietta, up by Sacramento. There will be about 200 shooters and we want 
CRR to be well represented. I will be there, ridin' & shootin', havin' a LARGE time! Even if you've 
never shot at a big shoot, jump in! You'll find the water's fine!..."Teddy Blue" Abbott once said, " There 
were only two things the old -time cowpunchers were afraid of: a decent woman and bein' set 
afoot."...R T Cowboy, we've missed ya! It will be great to ride & shoot with ya in Ceres! Maybe we can 
sing again! Maybe not!...Jerry Kurtz's horse is running the courses much better! The M-1 division bet-
ter watch out!...I will be in Arizona for the entire month of June, working. I will miss the shoot and 
CRR activities that month. The Horse Expo in June is always fun. CRR does a demo in front of a lot of 
people on 3 days as well as occupy a booth. Once again, helping grow the club and sport. We've had 
several members find out about the sport at the Horse Expo. Contact Steve and see how you can 
help...I will be writing this page from Arizona for the July edition. My horse, "Tejas", will be making 
the trip with me, as well as "Lucky Lee", Roger Rumerfield's horse. I will be doing some finshing work 
on "Lucky" and hope to shoot with "Tejas", hopefully at End of Trail, the SASS World Champion-
ships...I look forward to shooting with former CRR Marv Diamond, who lives in Arizona..."It's how you 
show up at the showdown that counts!" from The Book of Texas Wisdom...CRR is sponsoring 2 shoots 
in May! The CMSA shoot on May 9 & 10 in Ceres at the wonderful Diamond Bar Arena and the SASS 
State Championship on the 23rd and 24th in Rio Linda.  I'll be at both if my bookkeeper will let me! 
Won't you join me?!...Don't complain of gettin' old. The alternative is worse!...I appeal to our new 
members - come out and try the game! Get your feet wet and before you know it, you'll be ridin' & 
shootin' with us all! It's normal to have butterflies in your belly! Hey, I still get 'em before a match! It's 
soooo much fun, though!...Anyone heard from Turnkey Floyd?...Some of the So-Cal shooters always 
come up to the SASS State Championships. Some are great shooters too!...A cowchip is a paradise for a 
fly!...We shoot with a lot of law enforcement folks. Some come to a shoot after pulling a 10 hour shift. 
We salute all the of the law enforcement officers we shoot with! That includes the retired officers as 
well... Kiddin' some folks is like kickin' a loaded polecat...Always be nice to the balloon setters! We 
need them!...I hear Jerry B will be in So-Cal for the SASS Regional when we will be shooting in Ceres 
in May 9 & 10. Someone will have to step up and win the Overall Buckle! Who will it be, John Myers, 
Scott Owens, Joe Squillacioti, Dan Millikin, me??!! Ahhh, someone will!...No matter how hard the win-
ter, Spring always comes...Shoot low, Sheriff. They're ridin' Shetlands!...Adios, God Speed, Cowboy 
Up! I'm rambled out!  
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What is a good Knife?...by John Cuneo alias Johnny Longknife 

Nearly everyone uses a knife almost every day. If not to whittle a stick, dig a rock out of a horseôs hoof, repair a 
harness, make a boot lace or trim a finger nail, then in gathering and preparing food. 

 

In the early days knives were chipped from glassy rocks, such as obsidian, flint, quarry etc. I felt very sorry for 
those ancient people having  to use these to skin an animal or carve a tool from a stake or bone. Then recently I 
met a gentleman in Fallon, Nevada who still makes knives out of stone. He showed me how he chips out a blade 
(this is really a lost art), then hollows out a section of deer horn and fills the hollow with melted pitch mixed 
with ashes. He then jams the tang (small end of the butt of the blade) into the hollow and ties the junction of 
the blade and handle with wet rawhide. His work is beautiful and indeed authentic and done in the old way. But 
how can it be sharp enough to do a job? I had to ask, so he had me hold up a sheet of newspaper, and he neatly 
sliced it top to bottom without tearing it. He then smiled, did a little more fine chipping and it shaved the hair 
on his arm. I no longer feel sorry for the ancients.  

 

Time marches on and it was discovered that metal such as copper and iron could be extracted from certain 
rocks. Then tool makers began to combine metals in crude, but effective forges to make harder and stronger 
tools and especially weapons. 

 

Prior to this century, the art of making good knives and swords was a matter of great social importance. The 
production of high quality blades was an essential aspect of weaponry. A good sword on the battlefield was sim-
ply a matter of life and death. As an example, an iron sword could break one made of copper or bronze. The 
effectiveness of governments and armies was dependent on this art. Because of the great importance which has 
been attached to the knowledge of forging, and tempering blades and in the art of smelting steels, the craft has 
been surrounded by secret rituals and mystery.  Blacksmiths would merely declare their products superior to 
their competitors in some mysterious way.   Surprisingly even today we find knife manufacturers still are prone 
to this. They describe their knives as being of a ñsuperior cutlery steelò with ñgreat strengthò and will ñhold a 
fine edge.ò All generic terms. An 18th century knife maker even stated his blades were of ñ a special steel made 
fro us only and our best skilled employed in forging and tempering makes this knife -UNEQUALED-We warrant 
every bladeò- John Russel Cutlery Co. Green River Worksï They called there steel ñdouble plowshare steel.ò 
The Russel Co was one of the major suppliers of knives used on the frontier, I am fortunate to own one, and it is 
as good as any blade on the market today, but again very secret and generic terminology. Good blades were also 
associated with the town where they were made. Such a superior blade might be labeled like  Krup of Germany 
or Wilkinson of Spain and Sheffeld of England. Still generic descriptions and secrecy.  

 

So what is a good knife? As with anything, there are as many opinions and value structures as there are people. 
Knives can be anything from a shoddy dime store item to a powerful tool or weapon or they can be an exquisite 
work of art.  The merit of a knife is based solely on how it lives up to its expectations. When feeding a 
neighborôs horses, I was elated to find a cheap serrated steak knife in the barn used to cut the string on the hay 
bales, the perfect tool for that purpose. 

 

You might like a knife you paid ten dollars for that has served you well, or you might prefer a modern high -
performance model. The point is that the size, blade length, shape and handle material are very personal and 
you, the user are the judge. To discuss materials is to get technical. It doesnôt do any good to go on describing 
generic terms and personal preferences. I have been dancing around this as our editor does not want me to get 
to technical. An article should be read for enjoyment as well as education of all of the readers.  

           

          Continued on next page 
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Ok, but what is a good knife blade made of?. There are four factors present in a good blade steel. They 
are hardness, toughness, wear resistance and resistance to corrosion. The ideal knife blade should be 
hard, s it wonôt become dented and scratched. 
Tough enough so it wonôt bend or break and wear 
resistant enough to hold a good edge. The ideal 
blade should also be stainless. There is no ideal 
steel that can produce this perfect blade. There are 
a series of trade offs however.ðNow I gotta get 
technical, here it goes.  

The simplest steel is a combination of iron and car-
bon. Carbon is used to make the steel harder and 
more wear resistant. Most knife blade quality tool 
steel runs around one percent carbon. This steel 
has one half of one present Manganese added. 
Manganese being added to increase the steelôs hardness, it also makes the steel much more stable and 
less likely to crack in the hardening and tempering process. This early steel was used extensively by fron-
tier blacksmiths, and is still used today. The American Society for Metals gives knife making steels num-
ber designations as to their composition. This simple steel has the  designation of 1095.  The one I have 
was forged by a blacksmith some years ago and it holds a very good edge and is easy to sharpen. In the 
quest for the perfect knife blade steel the witches brew becomes more complex. Chromium is added at 
low percentages, it adds wear resistance  (about 11 to 14 percent). 

At 14 percent and above the steel is referred to as stainless.  Recent technology has been able to balance 
the chrome and carbon content to where one doesnôt need to avoid a stainless blade anymore so long as 
the steel has the number 4 in its designation. The 4 identifies it as a high carbon stainless steel. Tungsten 
is also added to increase wear resistance and the ability to retain hardness at high temperatures as in 
tools such as high speed drill bits. Molybdenum is also added to high speed tool steel to give it tough-
ness, hardness and the ability to withstand heat, also added are small amounts of silicone, nickel and 
vanadium. é.to be continued next month!  

                   Many knives have sentimental value,  

This was given to me by the widow of my hunting partner 

and dear friend.   

All three shown belong to my daughter and while they each carry a great deal of sentimental value they are of good steel  and  

construction. All hold a deadly edge and you must watch your fingers should you ever handle one.  

The first one is a very custom job made for Scarlet Angel by her dear friend Longline Charlie. Who included the following 

description. ñThis knife is 440C Stainless steel. Thatôs the most popular 

knife steel. It will rust under horrible conditions. It is easy to sharpen 

for the average person so thatôs what makes it popular for both the 

knife maker and the owner. The handle is Striped Maple like most of 

the old Kentucky Rifles used to be made out of. I did dye it Red with 

Mahogany dye.  The finish on the handle is Jet Glue which makes a 

very hard shiny handle finish.  The guard on your knife is German Silver but is no longer available because the 

fellow that made the guards died. This particular blade is no longer available due to the death of the manufacture 

of the blades also.ò  

The Second, a custom job made by a departed friend for himself for use in the 

field during hunting. Passed to Scarlet by his widow. The steel of the blade is 

from  L6 steel from a lumber mill circular saw , and youôre just going to have to 

ask her about the handle if you want to know!!  

The third, one of the first made by me. I used it while hunting and camping for 

many yrs. This is a Razor back design as are the others. This one includes a saw 

blade on the backside and is constructed from a WWII era Machete .  
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View from the other side of the timeré...by Barbara Cuneo alias Sierra Rose 
Kenney Chesney couldnôt have said it better. ñWhen the sun goes down, weôll 
all be groovinô. When the sun goes down, weôll be feelinô all right. When the 
sun sinks down over the arena, everything gets hotter when the sun goes 
down.ò We sure had a hot time in Rio Linda. 

 

This was the first late afternoon/ evening shoot we have attended and it was a 
blast watching the action as the sun set over the Central Park Horsemanôs 
arena in Rio Linda at the Quick Silver Shootout VII Saturday April 11. The 
arena was lit very well and from the announcerôs booth we could see everything 
going on out there very well. However as the sun sank so did our light. All of a 
sudden it became apparent that we better light a candle or flashlight as we 
could not see the timer or the timesheet. Paul must have eagle eyes I donôt know how, but he managed to 
see the names and numbers in order to keep the tunes coming and the show rolling. Mustang Bobby 
came to our rescue and brought us a flash light and extra batteries, we were back in business! Shots rang 
out and the muzzle blast lit up the night as the evening went on. 

 

Bright and early the next morning everyone was saddled and ready to go. It is so neat to see everyone 
having a good time stepping into the times of the 1800ôs. We can all relate to California Girlôs motto ñI 
donôt have to be me til Monday.ò 

 

This is a great time to be had by all. From the youngest who happens to be our 
newest wrangler, Jared Myers alias Bang Bang of Rio Linda, at the old age of two 
and a half years; you will see him riding his paint horse Terri. He says ñI have 
been riding horses my WHOLE LIFE! Traveling around to mounted shooting 
with my mommy and daddy since I was a baby. NOW Iôm a BIG COWBOY!ò 
When asked what he likes best about mounted shooting he replied ñRiding My 
Terri and cheering for my daddy when he shoots the balloons and  dressing up in 
my cowboy clothes because ñIôM A COWBOY!ò Sierra Rose says ñthanks mom 
(Julie) for helping Jared fill out his Bio. Thanks to everyone for the great re-
sponse with the Bios. They help us to get to know yôall a better.ò 

 

Weôre all young at heart, it is amazing to see Cowboys and Cowgirls of all ages enjoying as Tim Foster 
would say a Large Time. For instance Bob Leggitt, alias Bronco Cody from 
Valley Springs, who you will see sitting astride his horse as R.O as well as 
playing cowboy, and heôs a good shot too, holding his own in Sr. Menôs 
III. He says what he loves most about mounted shooting is riding and 
shooting. His motto is ñRide hard and trust God for the rest.ò 

 

ñHappy trails to you until we all meet again.ò 

See yôall in Ceres in May. Come ride with us and donôt forget to update 
your bioôs if you havenôt all ready. 



Reminders!  
Your Opinions Count! 
 
Every now and again you will receive a survey email ranging from practice places, match 
places  and days to awards and many subjects in between. Please fill them out and return 
them. These surveys are designed to help improve our club for our club members.  They are 
read and go before our board for votes and consideration.   
 
Maybe you have a suggestion you have not seen in a survey or cannot wait to suggest, email 
it to Old Buckaroo at Oldbuckaroo7@aol.com .  The board of members look forward to your 
input!  
 
The suggestion of having some practices on Saturday was heard! So far weather and a few 
conflicting venues have kept us from being able to book an arena on a Saturday for practice 
but we are looking! 
 

Watch your emails for  announcements regarding upcoming practices and fun activities.  
 
Check our website to for current Match dates.   
 
Remember, participating in Demos, Wild West Shows, and Clinics, as well as shooting at 
matches, will get you credit for CRR year end awards. Volunteer Itôs a lot of fun! 
 
Submit your items for sale,  stories (two part is OK!) and announcements to add to the news-
letter to Debbie, scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Announcement! 
If your have any changes in your contact information, please email it to Secretary Judy Stew-

art at: calgirl101ranch@aol.com 

 

 

 

C.R.R. Officers: 
President: Steve Holland   Vice Pres: Jerry Bestpitch 

Secretary: Judy Stewart   Treasurer: Judy Millikin  

 

Board members: 

Glenn Ferreira           Constance Jaegel 

Tim Foster                             Dan Millikin  

 

 

mailto:Oldbuckaroo7@aol.com
http://californiarangeriders.com/MatchDates/2009MatchDates.html
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  L a s s o  A  D e a l : 
 

 

CRR sponsor , Dave's Hay Barn with 7 locations to serve you. 

Squeeze and delivery available. They grow their own. San Jose store 408-292-3337 Other loca-

tions: Santa Rosa, Esparto, Upper Lake, Oroville, Shingle Springs 

 

If you have anything to sell or are looking to buy pertaining to Cowboy Mounted Shooting please email the descrip-

tion and photo if possible to scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net and I will publish it. 

 

Happy Birthday To:  

Jerry Bestpitch  May 2 

Robert Leggitt  May 12 

Lynndell Johnson May 13 

Melissa Engelbert May 13 

Lindsay Holland  May 18 

Jack Safford  May 6 

Bill McAlpin  May 24 

Jennifer Latta  May 25 

Caleb Johnson  May 29 

Tamala Lippincott May 30 

Happy Motherõs 
Day 
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A Day to Rememberé...by Debbie McAlpin alias Scarlet Angel 

Memorial dayé...what does it mean to you? The meaning of Memorial day runs much deeper in me than 

just a 3 day holiday (although I enjoy that part of it). To me it is a day to remember those who have fought 

and died to defend the way of life I enjoy.  I have stood at the edge of the National Memorial Cemetery of 

the Pacific, the Punchbowl, outside of Honolulu. It takes my breath away for many reasons I am not going 

to go into. 

While I have been fortunate enough not to lose any of my family to war, rest assured I know many that 

have been there and seen it; my grandfather, my father,  my husband, the husbands of many of my friends 

and even some of the members of my extended family who call themselves California Range Riders. You 

may or may not know who they are, unless you ask it generally doesnôt come up in conversation, unless 

they are still active duty and talk about their current job.  I find most of them to be humble when they 

speak of their military service, and even more so when somebody thanks them for it. (This holds true for 

members of all branches).  I have more 

thoughts on the subject but it is more in-

teresting to know about the history, why, 

where and when Memorial Day came 

about. 

There are  many stories surrounding the 

beginning and I will only scratch the sur-

face.  

History states Memorial days, days which 

the communities' heroes were decorated 

with flowers and garlands,  date back to 

ancient Greece.  Memorial Day as I know 

it, began at the end of the Civil war.  

In 1866, a drug store owner in New York 

suggested all the shops in town close for one day to honor soldiers killed in the Civil War and buried in the 

Waterloo cemetery.  On May 5th, flowers and wreaths were placed on the graves of Union Soldiers in the 

cemetery.  They called it Decoration Day.   

It is said that the Southern States commemorated their war dead on different days.  I have read the South-

ern States  did not recognize Memorial Day as it was a day to celebrate the War of the Northern Aggres-

sion. However I have also read, ñApril 25, 1866, a group of women visited a cemetery to decorate the 

graves of Confederate soldiers who had fallen in battle at Shiloh. Nearby were the graves of Union soldiers, 

neglected because they were the enemy. Disturbed at the sight of the bare graves, the women placed some 

of their flowers on those graves, as well.ò 

Decoration Day was officially declared on May 5, 1868 by the Grand Army of the Republic as a day the na-

tion would decorate the graves of soldiers killed in combat. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan declared this day 

should be May 30th, as that is when flowers would be in bloom countrywide. The first large observance 

was held at Arlington National Cemetery where both Union and Confederate soldiers graves were deco-

rated. éé..continued on next page 


