
 

A Look into History, William Clarke Quantrill...by Johnny Longknife aka John Cuneo 
History has always portrayed Quantrill as a wicked murderer of civil-
ians, women and children during the Civil War years. Of course we all 
know that history is written by the winners.  

While visiting the Confederate War Museum in Atlanta, a few years 
back there were many original letters and documents on display which 
gave one on an insight to the confederate side of the Civil War. Through 
references there, I was able find very interesting and often surprising 
events not found in our ñpolitically correctò history books. 

One such character was William Clarke Quantrill. It turns out that he 
was not always a blood thirsty killer, but circumstances virtually shaped 
his life and career, many of theses circumstances were due to the  

     atrocities of the union soldiers.  

From the accounts of ñnot so politically correctò documents, a different Quantrill comes to 
light. I think our readers will find it interesting as I did. So I will try to keep it to the point 
and relay how his life was shaped by the war years. 

Quantrill was the oldest of eight children. He was born at Canal Dover, Ohio on July 31, 
1837.  Little is know of Quantrillôs life in Dover, though it appears he was raised by his 
mother in a family loyal to the union. After years as a teacher, in Mendota, Illinois he trav-
eled to Utah Territory with the Federal Army (Union Army) as a teamster. In 1858 he left the 
army to try his hand at professional gambling. In 1859 he moved to Lawrence, Kansas and 
again taught school.  

The Missouri -Kansas border area was fertile ground for guerrilla warfare for over six years 
since Kansas was opened up as a territory it had been the stage for an endless series of raids, 
pitched battles, massacres and atrocities of all kinds, all a part of the conflict between the 
free state (no slavery) and proslavery forces that settled there. By June of 1861 there was 
open warfare between the Union forces and the Confederacy.  

When the Civil War began in 1861 Quantrill joined the Missouri State Guard. His dislike of 
army discipline and being an avid Confederate sympathizer, led him to form an independent 
guerrilla band. Thus company began as no more than a dozen men who staged raids into 
Kansas, harassed Union soldiers, raided pro-union towns, robbed mail coaches and at times 
jayhawkers (undisciplined Union militia from Kansas who raided into Missouri). The Union 
commanders declared Quantrill to be an outlaw, even though he did secure a Confederate 
commission as a captain. When the Union Army ordered all captured guerrillas to be shot 
(this does not appear in our politically correct history books) Quantrill ceased taking prison-
ers and started doing the same. (This killing of prisoners by Quantrill does appear in history 
books. Remember history is written by the winners!) Under his direction, Confederate parti-
sans also perfected military tactics such as coordinated and synchronized attacks planned 
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dispersal after an attack using preplanned routes and relays of horses and other technical 
methods including the use of long barreled revolvers. 

Quantrillôs most notable operation was a revenge raid on Lawrence, Kansas in August 1863. 
During the weeks prior to the raid Union General Thomas Ewing Jr. had ordered the im-
prisonment of anyone giving aid to Quantrill's Raiders as they were now called. Several fe-
male relatives of the guerrillas were imprisoned in a make shift jail in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. On  

August 14 the building collapsed, killing four women and injuring others. Among the dead 
was Josephine Anderson, sister of one of Quantrill's key officers, another of Andersonôs sis-
ters, Mary, was permanently crippled in the collapse. The collapse was believed to be delib-
erate, and this event fanned Quantrill's men into a fury.  

Early on the morning of August  21, Quantrill attacked Lawrence at the head of 450 fighters, 
Quantrillôs men killed 183 men and boys ñold enough to carry a rifle.ò Quantrill and Bill 
Anderson dragged many from their homes and executed them in front of their families. 
When Quantrillôs men rode out at 9:00a.m. most of Lawrenceôs buildings were burning. 
Quantrill and his men rode south to Texas, where they passed the winter with Confederate 
forces. 

While in Texas, Quantrill and his 400 men quarreled. His once large band broke up into 
several smaller units. Still bitter over the fate of his sisters  

Bill Anderson now know as ñBloody Billò led a group who became known for tying the 
scalps of slain unionists  to the saddles and bridles of their horses. 

Kentucky, May 10, 1865, leading only a few dozen men, Quantrill rode into a Union ambush 
and received a gunshot wound to his chest. He died from it on June 6, 1865 at the age of 27. 

 Had it not been for the circumstances of the war, I wonder how history would have remem-
bered William Clarke Quantrill? Or would he be remembered at all? If ñBloody Billò Ander-
sonôs sisters had lived normal lives would we even know who he was? 

When I was in Atlanta during a Memorial Day remembrance celebration Quantrill was one 
of the celebrated heroes of the Confederacy along with Bill Anderson and may others, with a 
number of people bragging that distant relatives of theirs ñrode with Quantrillò I got the 
feeling that day it would be best not to disagree! The finale of the day was the singing of 
ñDixieò by the 10,000 plus people there.  

My main sources of information include Wikipedia encyclopedia and documents from the 
Confederate History Museum. 

Johnny Longknife.  

Todayôs thought-When asked why so many of his raids were successful-Quantrill said 
ñBecause we was where we wasn't and we wasn't where we wasò 

 

 Flags flown by  Quantrillôs Raiders 



 

 

 

Buckle Series Sponsors 

     

P a g e  3  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 1 C . R . R .  T r a i l  B l a z e r 

Jack Whelan Roofing 

408-848-0820 

Buckle Series sponsors continued on next page 

California Range Riders  
2011 Buckle Series 

CRR is proud to partner with 
Gist Silversmith for our 2011 season and buckle 

series 

Vogel- All State Insurance 

199 1st St Ste 328 

Los Altos, CA 94022 

(650) 947-1600 
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Buckle Series Sponsors 

Sandra and Randy Mylo   

 Morgan Hill, Ca.

 

In Memory of Nellie 

Patty and Don Carter 

of California & Montana  
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  L a s s o  A  D e a l : 
 

Pair of Taurus single action revolvers. They are the Gauchos model, 45 cal. Long colt. These guns 
are like brand new. Each gun has had 25 rounds put through them to make sure everything is in good 
working condition.   Each gun has owners manual and warranty paper work. These guns have a great feel 
and very smooth action. They have been kept in a foam case sealed from dirt and moister and the finish is 
like new. These guns are perfect for a new shooter just starting out.  $800  

I also build custom holsters and belt rigs tailored to your personal size and specification. They can be 
tooled with any picture or theme you choose including, your brand, initials, collage logo and etc. . Custom 
tooling with matching spots or conchos brings that classic touch to your personal leather rig. I do take cus-
tom orders and right now I am about 1 month out on shipping.  

I will add a custom leather rig with the pair of guns for a fantastic low price of $1000. This is a $425 hol-
ster and belt rig, however when you purchase the pair of guns you will get this rig for only $200. Thatôs a 
savings of $225. This rig comes with three holsters (one right handed, one left handed and one cross draw 
holster) All are matching design with wide back belt that has a horse head and two pistols with the barrels 
crossing. They all match with the Texas Lone Star design and conchos. I will be happy to send you photos. 
Email me at davidlskipworth@gmail.com   or call me at 352-789-3354 

Spotted Elk SASS #89555 

 
 

Beamhit Laser Target System  
 New in the box, never used, indoor target shooting system with 10" globe by Beamhit. 

 360 degree laser target, lets you improve your home defense skill in the privacy of your living 
room. 

 The laser goes in the barrel of your gun, pistol or  
rifle...$450 obo  

 Steve Holland 408-710-1616 
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More Deals! 
 

Rock Rake and Grader Blade for garden tractor by York .   
Used, in good condition $550 obo. 

Steve Holland  408-710-1616 
 

Description is from the York website (brand new prices).  
TA1 Rake 

Model 1214: York rake model TA14, 4 ft. width, has adjustable 
trailing hitch with pin type connection to tractor or ATV, wt. 121 

lbs., shipped by UPS in 2 cartons -  
Price is $749.00 delivered (includes shipping), ships by UPS. Ac-

cessories 
Model 0314: TA14 grader blade assembly (4 ft. width), shipped by 
UPS in 2 cartons, Price is $189.00 delivered (includes shipping), 

ships by UPS 
 

 

 
Rugers for sale  

Pair of Ruger Vaqueros 3 3/4" with birdhead 
grip.   These have  

only been lightly used- about 20 shoots.  They have had 
professional action jobs  

and hammers have been turned down.  These shoot 
great.  

You will just love these guns and it is very hard to  
find the birdhead grips!!  I am asking $1250 (FIRM) for 
the pair.  Contact Christy at cwinsinger@cox.net or call 
or text 785-806-0825. I live in Kansas but these can be 

shipped at your expense!  
 

 

 

 

     

     

     

     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have anything to sell or are looking to buy pertaining to Cowboy Mounted Shooting, please email the 

description and photo if possible to scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net and I will publish it. 
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November 2, 1734 ðDaniel Boone was born. 

November 4, 1862 ðRichard Gatling patented his first rapid -fire machine-gun. The gun was based on 
Gatlingôs seed planter. The Gatling gun's operation centered on a cyclic multi-barrel design which facili-
tated cooling and synchronized the firing/reloading sequence. Each barrel fired a single shot when it 
reached a certain point in the cycle, after which it ejected the spent cartridge, loaded a new round, and in 
the process, cooled down somewhat. This configuration allowed higher rates of fire to be achieved without 
the barrel overheating. 

November 6 ðDaylight savings time ends, set your clocks back. 

November 7, 1811 ðGeneral William H. Harrison led 1,000 Americans in battle, defeating the Shawnee 
Indians at the Battle of Tippecanoe Creek near Lafayette, Indiana. 

November 8, 1895 ðX-rays (electromagnetic rays) were discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen at the Univer-
sity of Wuerzburg in Germany. 

November 8, 1847 ðBram Stoker, author of Dracula , was born in Dublin, Ireland.  

November 8, 1900 ðMargaret Mitchell, author of Gone with the Wind,  was born 
in Atlanta, Georgia.  

November 10, 1775 ðThe U.S. Marine Corps was established as part of the U.S. 
Navy. It became a separate unit on July 11, 1789. 

November 11th ðIn 1918 the Armistice  between the Allied and Central Powers 
was signed, silencing the guns of World War I  effective at 11 a.m. ï the 11th hour of 
the 11th day of the 11th month. In many places in Europe, a moment of silence in 
memory of the millions of fallen soldiers is still observed.  

Veterans Day (formerly called Armistice Day). Today we thank and honor living 
veterans who served honorably in the military - in wartime or peacetime. 

'The true soldier fights not because he hates what is in front of him, but 
because he loves what is behind him.'   G. K. Chesterton 

November 15, 1864 ðDuring the Civil War , Union troops under General William T. Sherman burned 
Atlanta.  

November 22, 1718 ðBlackbeard the pirate , Edward Teach, was killed off the coast of North Carolina.   

November 22, 1859 ðBilly the Kid, aka William H. Bonney, was born in New York City .  

November 24, 1874 ðJoseph Glidden patented his invention of 
barbed wire. 

November 24 ðHappy Thanksgiving.    

November 26, 1853 ðBat Masterson was born in Henryville, 
Quebec. 

November 26, 1835 ðAuthor Samuel Clemens, aka Mark Twain, 
was born in Florida, Missouri.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartridge_(firearms)
http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/nov-armistace.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/index.html
http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/index.html


 

Club Dues   
CMSA has increased it's membership dues.  
 
Joining CRR & CMSA and renewing dues for 2012 important change , please read carefully .  
CMSA has increased itôs membership prior to the World's in October. So as of October 
1st CMSA will no longer offer club discounts.  
So if you're planning to shoot at a CMSA match after October 24th, you must renew your dues prior 
to the next match.  
 
CMSA  is now running it's calendar year from the World's in October. So as of Monday, October 24th, 
we're officially in the 2012 CMSA calendar year. If you haven't had a qualified win in 2011 and wish to 
switch classes, this is the time to declare it.  
  
Individual membership:  
CMSA is now $70 , CRR is $50, total = $120  
 
Family membership:  
CMSA is now $100 , CRR is $80, total = $180  
 
***If you join or renew with CMSA on your own  (no more  CMSA discount), please list 
CA5 ,California Range Riders , as your club.  
  
It's important that all club members renew their CMSA membership for 2012, through our club, the 
California Range Riders. 
 
Go to the CMSA website and print the renewal form , fill it out and sign it , then scan and email 
them or mail them along with your check made payable to CRR. Mail them to:  
Steve Holland 
2480 Day Road  
Gilroy, Ca. 95020  
 
Check the CMSA website if you're not sure which clubs are affiliated  
http://www.cowboymountedshooting.com/localclubs.cfm  
 
 
If you have questions, feel free to call me at 408-710-1616 or email: oldbuckaroo7@aol.com 

 
Your Opinions Count! 
Suggestions for improvement of future matches and ideas for prizes have been asked for at 
the awards ceremonies.  If you are too shy to speak up in a group setting, take a moment to  
talk to Steve or one of our board members or send an email. C.R.R. is always looking to make 
improvements for all of its members.  
 
Donôt forget, every now and again you will receive a survey email ranging from practice 
places, match places and days, to awards and many subjects in between. Please fill them out 

http://www.cmsaevents.com/cmsapdf/MembershipDuesForm11.pdf
http://www.cowboymountedshooting.com/localclubs.cfm


 

and return them. These surveys are designed to help improve our club for our club members.   
They are read and go before our board for votes and consideration.   
 

Maybe you have a suggestion you have not seen in a survey or cannot wait to suggest, email 
it to Old Buckaroo at Oldbuckaroo7@aol.com .  The board members look forward to your in-
put!  
 
Watch your emails for announcements regarding upcoming practices and fun activities.  
 
Check our website for 2012 Match dates.   
 
Remember, participating in Demos, Wild West Shows, and Clinics, as well as shooting at 
matches, will get you credit for CRR year end awards. Volunteer, Itôs a lot of fun! 
 
Submit your items for sale,  stories (two part is OK!) and announcements to add to the news-
letter to Debbie at scarletangel86@sbcglobal.net. 
 
If you have any changes in your contact information, please email it to Secretary Judy        

Stewart at: calgirl101ranch@aol.com 

 

C.R.R. Officers:  

President: Steve Holland                          Vice Pres: Jerry Bestpitch  

Secretary: Judy Stewart                            Treasurer: Judy Millikin  

 

Board members:  

Constance Jaegel   

Jerry Kurtz  

Debbie McAlpin  

Dan Millikin  

Joe Squillacioti  
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Attention ! 
CRR  year end awards dinner ...last year we had 64  attendees...join 

the fun!  
Mark your calendars ! 

Calling all California Range Riders  and potential members and 
friends.  come one, come all, to our 2011 Awards Dinner and  

Social Gathering  
 

Cheer for the award winners, buckle series winner, set personal goals for 2012, have fun 
hanging out with the group, and enjoy a wonderful dinner at the same time!  

  
Saturday, February 4th  at 5pm  

Kelley Bros Brewing Company in Manteca  
112 E. Yosemite Avenue  

(209) 825 -1727 
http://www.kelleybrewing.com/  

This restaurant has great reviews - check out Yelp! :-) 
Menu on the website 

Announcements: 
 
Matches/Divisions  
We are going to combine Seniors and regular classes as far as match awards go, until the economy 
improves and more riders can participate. As far as CMSA is concerned, your divisions will still be 
separate, CMSA class rules apply towards move-ups. This does not apply to state shoots. 
 
As a courtesy to the arenas we shoot at, please keep your dogs on a leash  at matches...I get a lot 
of complaints from arena owners, as well as people trying to have a nice dinner at the potlucks. 
 
Only match supplied  ammo/blanks  will be  allowed at CRR shoots, due to liability     
concerns.    

http://www.kelleybrewing.com/


 

é 
As you all know, the weather will be changing very soon...that means practices between now and 
March, will be on short notice and subject to change due to possible rain. 

Looking forward to seeing all of our new members and prospective members at these upcoming 
events. If youôre inexperienced, come ride time-only and learn the ñinôs and outsò of cowboy mounted 
shooting.  
 

New for 2011: CRR Buckle Series . We have 10 sponsors for the beautiful Gist Buckles.  

 

OCTOBER in review  

Sept 30 -OCT 2     WSSA   World Championship   (Nampa, Idaho)  

 We had 4 CRR riders attend the first WSSA Finals. Deb Butcher won the L1 Division...congratulations, Also 
attending were Dan & Judy Millikin, and Mike Mantooth.  

Congratulations to Patty Carter on her move up to SL2 at a shoot in Idaho recently. She will be com-
ing to Ione this weekend. 

8  CRR    Ride Into Purgatory VIII  (Ceres)  CMSA 2x  

 We had 29 riders and several new CRR members. We had warm weather and a great arena.  

The Saturday night potluck was delicious as always. Jerry Bestpitch was the overall winner. Overall lady 
was Judy Moore. Jerry Kurtz and Ruth Piper were reserve winners.  

Steve Holland shot all 8 stages clean. Debbie McAlpin won the L1 class and gets a move up to Ladies 2.   

Ruth Piper won the L2 class and gets a move up to Ladies 3.  Kent Harstad won the M1 class and gets a move 
up credit. Jacquie Hill won the SL1 class and gets a move up credit. 

Randy Strain and Kristina Zaharias`1 won the challenging team stage of 20 balloons and a leaping frog.   

9   CRR    Columbus Day Parade   (SF)       

 Kactus Joe and his pal Ray took to the streets of San Francisco and wooed the crowd with their 45's.  

14-15, 21-22  CRR     Grand National Rodeo  (Cow Palace) Mounted Shooting Booth  

 CRR generated a lot of interest and the crowds really enjoyed our show.  

CRR     Grand National  Rodeo ( Cow Palace) Mounted Shooting competition  

15   Sat   We had 13 riders perform...JT Myers was the fastest man and Judy Stewart was the fastest lady.      

21   Fri    We had 10 riders perform... JT Myers was the fastest man and Judy Stewart was the fastest lady.      

22 Sat   We had 12 riders perform...JT Myers 
was the fastest man and Gretchen Walters was 
the fastest  lady.    

18-23    CMSA  Worlds  (Amarillo, Texas)   

  Meg Gould made the trip, and we hope  she had 
a great experience. 

OCT 29 CRR    Beginners Clinic  (Merced 
 Horsemen's)  

 Steve Holland introduced 20 riders and several 
new CRR members to getting started in Cowboy Mounted Shooting. We had warm weather and a great 
arena. Judy Stewart, Kent Harstad, Gretchen Walters, and Jerry Kurtz helped mentor  the new riders, and 
Bruce Shoji got all the evidence on tape. 
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NOVEMBER   

5-6  CRR     Shootout at Boothill IV   (Ione)  "Daylight Savings" Saturday night  

 The Saturday night potluck is going to be a gas...I hear rumors of chili, cornbread, and various other 
dishes...so bring a dish to share and party with us, even if you're not riding.  

The reason for Rsvpôs 

RSVPôs  are important. It helps us plan the amount of supplies (ammo, balloons, etcé) we need at 
each event. Many times the balloon setter groups want to know how much they will be paid (ahead 
of time). They are paid by the number of contestants and the number of stages run. The Diamond 
Bar would like to be able to purchase the appropriate amount of food, instead of over buying or hav-
ing to make a last minute trip to the store. Itôs a courtesy and I ask all of you to make an effort in 
the coming year. 

 

As you know, CRR  does many activities in addition to mounted shooting competitions, practices, 
parades, and clinics. Events are subject to changeé 

Be sure to read your emails and watch for last minute announcements.  

The 2012 calendar  is available on our website  

http://www.CaliforniaRangeRiders.com  

 

We now have a Facebook websiteécheck it out and join. Just type in the search window (upper 

right) California Range Riders (CRR)  http://www.facebook.com/group.php?

v=wall&gid=342606616686   Click on ñevents ò.   We have 18+ events listed, so please feel 

free to RSVP. 

 

As always, a big thank you to Scarlet Angel  (Debbie McAlpin) for the excellent work on the ñCRR 
Trailblazer ò, and to all the contributing writersé                  
great job! ...keep it cominô. 

 

To get up  to date info, become my friend on Facebook: Steve Holland  
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000658232322&ref=ts#!/profile.php?
id=100000801202414  
  
and join our group: California Range Riders (CRR)  
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100000658232322&ref=ts#!/group.php?gid=342606616686  

 

Happy trails to all  

Old Buckaroo 

408-710-1616 
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Welcome New CRR members to the campfire 

The Conley family: Mike, Kimberly, Taylor, and Rob-
bie  from Merced 

Matt Moreno  from Marina  

Deb Street  from Boulder Creek  

John Houck  from Boulder Creek 

Clarence Eisberg  from Merced  

The Giordano family: Angela, Joel, Anna, Lauren, Kellie, 
Kristine, and Julia  from Elk Grove 

Bruce and Tina McClenahan  from Plymouth  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

Mark Riedlô                      11-04  

Tina McClenahan  11-15 

Clarence Eisberg         11-15 

Gretchen Walters           11-17 

Diane Cunningham        11 -18 

Katie Scott                        11-22  

Cayden Marin                  11-25 

Angela Giordano         11-25 

Jerry Kurtz                       11-29  
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Calendar updateé.The 2012 calendar will be a 12 month calendar (Jan-Dec). I am keeping the price 
the same as last years, $20.00.  The pictures featured are on the following page. I plan to  have some 
calendars at the match in Ione (they are at the printer now), come on by and take a look.  

 

Speaking of the match in Ione, the potluck is shaping up to be a good one. So far we have volunteers 
to bring the following:  

Matt M. ð5 Bean Chili 

John C.ðBig Nose Kateôs Chili 

GretchenðWings & cornbread 

ColleenðCornbread 

Judyðdrumsticks & sauce 

Lori & NicoleðBrownies 

PattyðChicken pasta salad 

Mark has volunteered to bring the plates and silverware 

 

If you have a favorite chili recipe or can think of something to go along with what we already have 
bring it with you to share.  

Donôt miss the last match for 2011!!!!!!!! 

 

Scarlet Angel  

 
ñLife isn't about waiting for the storm to pass.  
It's about learning to dance in the rain .ò  

 
"Dance like no one is watching. Sing like no one is  
listening. Love like you've never been hurt and live  

like it's heaven on Earth." ð Mark Twain  
 
 

My helper hard at work helping hold the papers. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1655.Mark_Twain
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2012 CRR Calendar Photos 

 


